


The Border Crossed Us: Latinos and Race in the

South

onestly, there’s no such thing
m as a Hispanic, Latino or

Latina. Chilean culture has
very little in common with that of
Mexico. It is not until a person
from Latin America comes to the
US that s/he encounters the labels
“Latino™ and “Hispanic.” Latinos
and Hispanics in the US have
roots in parts of the Caribbean,
South, Central, and North Amer-
ica and, depending on who you
talk to, Spain. There is no one
race that we share. Latinos may
look black, white, indigenous
(Native Caribbean or American,
a.k.a. Indian), Asian, or just about
any combination of racial back-
grounds one can imagine. Differ-
ent Latin American countries have
different racial and ethnic compo-
sitions based on their history of
conquest and immigration. Argen-
tina and Chile, for example, have
a reputation for being “white”
countries, because of their large
European immigrant populations;
other South American countries,
like Bolivia and Peru, are largely
indigenous: and countries like
Cuba and Brazil have large Afri-
can-descended populations.

Any of the following women
could consider themselves
“Latina”: a second generation
white-skinned Cuban-American
(like me), a recently immigrated
indigenous Honduran citizen, and
a Chicana (Mexican-American)
whose family has lived in Arizona
since it was part of Mexico.
(Contrary to popular belief, all of
the Latinos in the US are not here
due to immigration; parts or all of
California, Arizona, New Mexico,
Nevada, Utah, Colorado, Wyo-
ming and Texas have been Mexi-
can territory in the past. US
claims to the land were enforced

Angeline Echeverria

through the Mexican-American
War and other state-sanctioned
and/or individual acts of vio-
lence).

Generally, the only thing
“Latinas” might share would be
the Spanish language, but even
that is not a given. The Honduran
woman may speak an indigenous
language and have little to no
knowledge of Spanish. The Chi-
cana might only speak English or
“spanglish.” Brazilians are also

Contrary to popular
belief, all of the Latinos
in the US are not here

due to immigration;

parts or all of

California, Arizona,
New Mexico, Nevada,
Utah, Colorado,
Wyoming and Texas
have all been Mexican
territory in the past.

often considered Latino, even
though Portuguese is Brazil's na-
tional language.

So, why write this article if there’s
no such thing as a Latino anyway?
Although race, class, and other
factors divide Latinos and the
category is invented, we still live
our lives under this label, im-
pacted by the generalizations
made about Latinos as a people.
We present a different challenge
to the black/white racial para-
digm—one that progressive peo-
ple in Arkansas (and the South as
a whole) must grapple with as the
Latino population continues to

grow here and throughout the
South. The fact that Latino is an
ethnic and not a racial classifica-
tion further complicates matters.
Although Latinos are largely seen
as non-white “people of color,”
38,463 of the 86,866 Latinos in
Arkansas identified racially as
white in the 2000 Census. When
Latinos identify racially as white,
it serves to inflate statistics that
indicate a white majority in the
US, whether or not their interests
are reflected in the interests of the
non-Hispanic white (a.k.a. Anglo)
community.

Although many Latinos experience
racism based on skin color, white-
skinned Latinos experience racism
that is based more on culture—
and may have the opportunity to
“pass.” Latin American countries
have their own unique histories of
racism and white supremacy, so
Latino immigrants may bring pres-
sure to look, act, and identify as
“white” from their home coun-
tries. This pressure from home
countries, coupled with the white
supremacy that permeates US cul-
ture, impacts why some Latinos
who may not look “white™ by US
standards would choose to call
themselves white when forced to
call themselves something (like on
the Census). As progressive
groups work to dismantle racism
and oppression against people of
color, they typically define people
of color as people of African,
Asian, Latino, and indigenous de-
scent. Including Latinos in this
model challenges us by including
people who may have varying
degrees of white-skin privilege
into the “people of color™ cate-
gory. It also forces us to look at
the hidden ways that racism
works to dismantle non-Anglo
cultures and stratify them along
color lines.

In addition to the 38,463 Latinos
who identified as white, a larger
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Between Black and White: Asians and Pacific Islanders in the South

Changing Demographics

Folks act like Asians and Pacific
Islanders are brand new additions
to our Southern communities.
We forget that there have been
Asian Pacific Americans in the
South for many years--although
our presence, as well as the
presence of Native Americans,
didn’t change the perception of
race as a black/white dichotomy.
For example, Filipino sailors
settled communities in Louisiana
in the 1700s, Indian sailors on
slave ships were sold into slavery
by their shipmates, and Chinese
railroad workers were brought to
the South as cheap labor after the
end of slavery and the completion
of the Transcontinental Railroad.
What’s happening that /s new is
that Asians and Pacific Islanders
are becoming more numerous,
diverse and less segregated,
invisible and controlled as in
earlier years.

No, Really. What are
you? Where are you
from?

According to the 2000 census,
Asian Pacific Americans (APA) are
the fastest growing demographic
group in the United States and
certainly in the South. We are
essentially multi-cultural, marked
by extreme internal diversity as
our families (this generation or 10
generations ago) came from over

Much divides us
but what ties us
Asian Pacific

Americans together
is racism.

Judy Matsuoka

46 different countries ranging
from Nepal to Singapore, Pakistan
to Korea, Malaysia to Vietnam,
Guam to Bangladesh. It is impor-
tant to remember that there are
no Asians in Asia. There are no
Pacific Islanders in the Pacific. It is
only here that we become Asians
or Pacific Islanders. And most of
us do not have a sense of identity
as Asian Pacific Americans--until
we become politicized by the ex-
perience of racism.

We do not have the same skin
tones, hair colors or eye shapes.
Asian and Pacific Islanders reflect
a wide mixture of racial and eth-
nic groups that reflect immigra-
tion, imperialism and coloniza-
tion. We are not united by a com-
mon religion—we are Catholic,
Buddhist, Confucian, Protestant,
Hindu, Muslim, Jewish, Shinto,
Sikh and so on. We do not have a
common language or culture—
although our cultures are different
from the cultures of our ancestry
(e.g. Japanese American culture is
unique—neither Japanese nor
mainstream American). We do
not even have a common history
in the US, and we are divided by
our histories of oppressing and
being oppressed by each other in
our ancestral countries.

Much divides us but what ties us
APAs together is racism. While
Asian Pacific Americans report a
high level of personal experience
with discrimination, second only
to African Americans in some sur-
veys, very few white or black
Americans report viewing Asian
Pacific Americans as targets of ra-
cial discrimination.

We APAs recognize racism by the
myths and the stereotypes, the
subtle acts of discrimination and

The question is not
who suffered the
most but how do

we use our new
learning to
dismantle racism

harassment, and realize that we
share a common identity as Asian
Pacific Americans in the hate vio-
lence directed against us. The
racism we experience is often
cloaked as anti-immigrant senti-
ment and backlash against inter-
national events. It is important
that progressives understand the
different forms that racism takes
and the devastation that it creates.
It is also important that as we
look at racism and the experiences
of different groups that we not
construct a hierarchy of oppres-
sion which pits people of color
against people of color. The
question is not who suffered the
most but how do we use our new
learning to dismantle racism re-
gardless of its form.

in this land of European immi-
grants, we Asian Pacific Americans
are seen as a race of permanent
aliens or immigrants regardless
how many generations our fami-
lies may have lived in the US.
And racism has worked to keep us
as aliens—without a history in
America, seen as not “real” Ameri-
cans, and continually viewed as
not really belonging. To avoid
the “problems” presented by free
African Americans in the South
during Reconstruction, Asian im-
migration was strictly controlled.
Asian immigrants could not be-
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who could become a master and

who could be enslaved. The rights

of the master included:

e the right of property owner-
ship;

e the control of labor and its
profits;

e the right to kidnap, imprison,
rape, torture and Kkill;

e the control of boundaries,
borders and movement;

e the right to impose or deny
education, religion, sexuality,
reproduction, kinship, nour-
ishment, clothing, shelter,
health, standards of beauty,
culture, language, history, and
visibility.

When | look at the way all people

of color have been treated in this
country (or by this country) | see
these “white powers™ being exer-
cised again and again, although
each group’s experience and resis-
tance is unique.

The African slave trade was not
the first manifestation of white
power: conquest, slavery and
genocide of Indian peoples and
the theft of their land came with
the Europeans to this hemisphere.
The theft continued with the con-
quest of Mexico, which included
what we now call the Western
States, and which calls into ques-
tion who the real illegal immi-
grants are in those lands.

The indentured labor of Chinese
immigrants under harsh, prison-
like conditions built the railroad
systems that consolidated the po-
litical and economic power of the
white elite in the U.S. Yet, for
most of our history, people of
Asian descent were explicitly de-
nied the right to become citizens.
Even citizenship gave no protec-
tion to Japanese Americans who
were placed in internment camps
during World War II.

As the U.S. grew powerful and

wealthy from cheap labor and
conquered resources the govern-
ment used its economic and mili-
tary might to enforce an explicit
policy of white entitlement
(“Manifest Destiny™), which domi-
nated and exploited Mexico, Cen-
tral America, the Caribbean and
South America. The U.S. used the
same power and justifications to
seize and colonize Hawaii, the
Philippines, Guam, Puerto Rico,
and other Pacific and Caribbean
islands.

Racism has always
provided a shortcut
through reality for
white people, a way

to barrel through other
people’s cultures,
languages, and
viewpoints...

White supremacy evolved to de-
fine who could own and master
not just people’s bodies, but also
their labor, their land and its re-
sources. It is a system centered on
protecting property rights and
maximizing profits by any means
necessary, whether through slav-
ery, indentured labor, braceros
harvesting Arkansas tomatoes, or
maquiladora factories across the
border in Mexico.

Moving beyond the Black/White
paradigm has given me a way to
connect the dots between racism
and genocide, militarism, colonial-
ism, imperialism, environmental
pillage, capitalism and globaliza-
tion, between the white planta-
tion overseer, the Klansman, the
“Ugly American” tourist, Nike
sweatshops, police brutality, pris-
ons for profit, the World Bank

and the School of the Americas.

1 have begun to understand that
racism, which | grew up thinking
of as a Southern regional moral
issue, was always global (just
think of the trans-Atlantic slave
trade), no matter how local it
seemed: and dismantling white
supremacy requires profound sys-
tematic economic and political
changes. not just personal changes
in attitude and behavior.

Racism has always provided a
shortcut through reality for white
people, a way to barrel through
other people’s cultures, languages,
and viewpoints, while remaining
largely unaware not only of the
richness and variety we are tram-
pling, but of our own sense of en-
titlement and superiority. We
lump together those we believe
we have been taught to exploit
and “master,” not those we re-
gard as equals. We have no trou-
ble thinking of the French as dis-
tinctly different from the English,
but most Americans would not be
aware of any differences between
Mexicans and Guatemalans.

Even in our anti-racist work white
people must be aware that when
we use terms like “people of
color,” “Hispanics,” “Middle East-
erners.” or “Asian Americans,” we
may be imposing categories that
have not been chosen by the peo-
ple we are trying to identify with
these labels. In our eagerness to
build coalitions we may unwit-
tingly continue to over-simplify,
erase and dominate.

Coalitions between equals take
time, work, understanding and
respect. No shortcuts allowed.
They are time-consuming, messy,
noisy, hilarious, furious, intoxicat-
ing, hungry, powerful and unstop-
pable. O brave new world, that
has such people—together—in

it!
N

www.womens-project.org *Page 7% Transformation ¥ Winter 2002









A PEOPLE’S TIMELINE TO ARKANSAS HISTORY

Excerpted from complete timeline by Amy Edgington

1000 B.C Indians in southern and eastern Arkansas have begun to construct large permanent villages with
burial mounds.

1541 De Soto's expedition arrives in Arkansas. They find large settlements of Indians living in city-states with
temple mounds constructed around central plazas. Population estimate: 75,000.

1673 Explorers Joliet and Marquette arrive in Arkansas, finding an already greatly reduced Indian popula-
tion due to drought and European diseases. Population estimate: 15,000.

1682 Explorer LaSalle takes possession of Louisiana (which includes Arkansas) for France.

1686 Henri de Tonty establishes Arkansas Post as a fur trading station. British and French agents seeking In-
dian slaves for the plantations arrive along with trappers.

1721 La Harpe explores the Arkansas River. John Law establishes the first European settlement at Arkansas
Post. The settlement is abandoned in 1723, but re-established by the French in 1731.

1763 France cedes Louisiana Territory to Spain.

1787 Future president Andrew Jackson begins his career of speculation in Indian lands and military cam-
paigns against the Indians. Bands of Cherokee, Creek and other eastern tribes cross the Mississippi into Ar-
kansas, fleeing the warfare.

1798 A Spanish census of Arkansas Post lists 393 inhabitants, 56 of whom were Black slaves.
1800 Napoleon forces Spain to return Louisiana Territory to the French.

1803-1805 The United States acquires Arkansas as part of the Louisiana Purchase.

1808-1835 The Cherokee and Quapaw are removed to reservations, but are soon forced to sell all their re-
maining lands to the US government and move to Indian Territory (Oklahoma).

1836 Arkansas Territory becomes a state. In the 1830s land grants and sales increase dramatically and the
population triples by 1840. 20% of the population are Black slaves.

1842-1844 Arkansas passes laws prohibiting the immigration of free Blacks into the state, unless brought in
by citizens as laborers. Free Blacks living in the state are required to prove they arrived before March 1,
1843.

1850-1860 Cotton cultivation is firmly established in the lowland areas, where 80% of the Black slaves are
held. Plantation owners dominate the state's politics.

1859 The State Legislature passes a measure requiring all free Blacks to leave the state by January 1860 or
face enslavement.

1861-1864 Arkansas secedes from the United States and is embroiled in a Civil War.

1865-1874 The 13t, 14t and 15" amendments to the Constitution abolish slavery, establish the citizenship of
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African Americans, and enfranchise African American males. Reconstruction Republican government in
Arkansas brings the election of a few African-Americans in Arkansas. Violence against freed Blacks begins
immediately, culminating in the rule by terror of the Ku Klux Klan through beating, burning, lynching and
rape.

1870 Chinese laborers are invited into the South by white landowners to replace slave labor without be-
ing a threat to the white political power base. (Only "free whites" and "African aliens" have the right to
become naturalized citizens under the 1870 Nationality Act.) Most soon flee the plantations, but some set
up small businesses.

1888 Democrats enact a series of laws effectively disenfranchising most Black voters and many poor
whites, to prevent any coalition between African Americans and white farmers and laborers.

1891 In spite of the 1875 Civil Rights Act, the Arkansas legislature easily passes the first of many “Jim
Crow™ laws legalizing segregation in public facilities, transportation and education, though 12 Black legis-
lators still sit in the General Assembly.

1900 Foreign-born citizens represent 5 percent of the population of Little Rock, Fort Smith and Hot
Springs.

1902 State colleges for Blacks are forced to switch from a classical curriculum to a trade curriculum.

1905 Black farmers are warned by a group of whites called the "Lonoke Country Club" to vacate their
farms because, "This is white man country." Threats of violence occur throughout the state, including one
against 17 Mexican workers employed at a fruit farm in Horatio. Harvest of fruit and vegetable crops will
continue to depend on migrant labor into the next century.

1915 When wood veneer mills in Arkansas begin to lay off workers, threatening notices appear demand-
ing that Black workers quit, so that white workers can keep their jobs.

1919 Blacks in Elaine form a chapter of the Progressive Farmers and Household Union of America, hire a
lawyer, and attempt to sue white landowners under federal peonage statutes. The deputy sheriff and a
railroad agent open fire on a Union meeting at a Black church. When Blacks return fire, a posse is organ-
ized to arrest union members. When Blacks resisted, 500 troops were sent from Little Rock. 25-100 Blacks
(possibly many more) are killed, and hundreds arrested. 5 whites die.

1917-1919 Black resistance to racism increases following the end of World War I, and whites respond with
mob violence.

1920's The Ku Klux Klan, newly revitalized, encourages attacks on Blacks, Jews, Catholics, foreigners, radi-
cals, bootleggers, gamblers and fornicators.

1927 Denied access to a 17 year-old Black suspect in the murder of a young white girl, a white mob in Lit-
tle Rock lynches another Black suspect. For 2 days the mob terrorizes the Black community.

1938 Roosevelt’'s New Deal programs, designed to aid the depression economy, wind up helping large
planters in Arkansas the most. Black families received relief grants half as large as white families. Black
men in Arkansas were excluded from the CCC and usually from the WPA. When WPA wages are low-
ered, Black men protesting at the Little Rock office are clubbed and arrested.

1941 A wave of anti-Japanese prejudice grips Arkansas following Pearl Harbor. War bonds are sold in
Jonesboro by “Slap a Jap™ clubs.
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1964 Congress passes the Civil Rights Act ending segregation in all public facilities. Amendment 51 to the
State constitution ends poll taxes.

1970-1980 As Blacks become increasing unwilling to submit to racism, violence breaks out sporadically in
Delta towns, and 2 Black churches are burned in Texarkana. Discrimination suits are filed against many
major employers. Little Rock begins busing in an attempt to achieve integration in spite of segregated
housing patterns in the city. Due to white flight, the school district is 64% Black by 1981.

1972 Dr. Jerry Jewell becomes the first Black person elected to the state Senate since Reconstruction.
1973-1975 As the Vietnam War winds down, refugees are brought to Fort Chaffee near Fort Smith. De-
spite racism, many Southeast Asians stay to work in the chicken and egg processing industry. The oil em-

bargo in the Middle East brings hardship to Arkansas farmers and anti-Arab prejudice rises.

1978 Fort Smith press stirs up racist sentiment against Cuban refugees housed by the federal government
at Fort Chaffee.

1980s Filipino nurses are invited to Arkansas to ease a severe nursing crisis. Arkansas industries are among
the first affected by the global-wide hunt for cheaper labor, and plants close around the state. White su-
premacist groups find a haven in Northwest Arkansas.

1990s Arkansas legislators oppose comprehensive civil rights and hate crimes legislation. Racial tension in-
creases in Northwest Arkansas, where many workers from Mexico and Central America work in the

chicken processing industry. Economic segregation and oppression continue to limit opportunities for Afri-
can Americans.

Sources:
The History of Arkansas. Fred Berry & John Novak. Little Rock, AR: Rose Pub., 1987

Arkansas Odyssey: the saga of Arkansas from prehistoric times to present: a history. Michael B. Dougan.
Little Rock, AR: Rose Pub., 1994.

Caste & Class: the black experience in Arkansas, 1880-1920. Fon Louise Gordon. Athens: University of
Georgia Press, 1995

Arkansas: a people and their reputation. David M. Tucker. Memphis, TN: Memphis State University Press,
1985.

Arkansas: an illustrated history of the Land of Opportunity. C. Fred Williams. Northridge, CA: Windsor
Publications, 1986.

Cultural Encounters in the Early South: Indians and Europeans in Arkansas. Jeannie Whayne. Fayetteville:
University of Arkansas Press, 1995.

Arkansas, 1800-1860: remote and restless. 5. Charles Bolton. Fayetteville: University of Arkansas Press,
1998.
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READING LIST FOR FURTHER LEARNING

Hispanic/Latino

Herencia: The Anthology of Hispanic literature of the United States / editor, Nicolas Kanellos ; co-editors,
Kenya Dworkin y Mendez ... [et al.] ; coordinator, Alejandra Balestra. Oxford University Press, 2002

Latino Workers in the Contemporary South / edited by Arthur D. Murphy, Colleen Blanchard, and Jenni-
fer A. Hill. University of Georgia Press, 2001.

American Chica: Two Worlds, One Childhood / Maria Arana. Dial Press, 2001
Harvest of Empire: A History of Latinos in America/ Juan Gonzalez. Viking, 2000.
Strangers Among Us: Latino Lives in a Changing America / Roberto Suro. Vintage Books, 1999

iicano! The History of the Mexican American Civil Rights Movement/ F. Arturo Rosales. Arte Publico
Press, 1996.

Growing Up Chicana/o: An Anthology / Tiffany Ann Lopez, ed. William Morrow, 1993.

Borderlands/La Frontera / Gloria Anzaldua. Spinsters, 1987.

Native American
The Woman who Watches Over the World: A Native Memoir / Linda Hogan. W.W. Norton, 2001.

Dancing at Halftime: Sports and the Controversy Over American Indian Mascots/ Carol Spindel. New
York University Press, 2000.

Here First: Autobiographical Essays by Native American Writers /edited by Arnold Krupat and Brian
Swann. Modern Library, 2000.

The Toughest Indian in the World: Stories / by Sherman Alexie. Atlantic Monthly Press, 2000.
Off The Reservation: Reflections on Boundary-Busting / Paula Gunn Allen. Beacon Press, 1998.
The Earth Shall Weep: A History of Native America / James Wilson. Grove Press, 1998.

Like A Hurricane: The Indian Movement from Alcatraz to Wounded Knee / Paul Chaat Smith, Robert Al-
len Warrior. The New Press, 1996.

Indians Are Us: Culture and Genocide in Native North America / Ward Churchill. Common Courage
Press, 1994.

Growing Up Native American: An Anthology / Patricia Riley, ed. William Morrow, 1993.

Without Discovery: A Native Response to Columbus / Ray Gonzalez, ed. Broken Moon Press, 1992.

www.womens-project.org *Page 14* Transformation * Winter 2002










	vol 17 issue 1
	vol 17 issue 1 (2)
	vol 17 issue 1 (3)
	vol 17 issue 1 (4)
	vol 17 issue 1 (5)
	vol 17 issue 1 (6)
	vol 17 issue 1 (7)
	vol 17 issue 1 (8)
	vol 17 issue 1 (9)
	vol 17 issue 1 (10)
	vol 17 issue 1 (11)
	vol 17 issue 1 (12)
	vol 17 issue 1 (13)
	vol 17 issue 1 (14)
	vol 17 issue 1 (15)
	vol 17 issue 1 (16)

