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- The ERA is not Dead!

by V J Redick

NORMAN —— The Ok!ahoma State
Senate voted down the passage
of the ERAy but the people
running the NOW sponsored
offices say the ERA is not
dead. : :

The women running the
Norman office are taking
a positive attitude toward
the futyre of the ERA.

!'The ERA issue will not
g0 away nationalily or in
Ok lahomast' Dorothy Sales
NOW National Board region-
al co-director said.

'"There has been no de-
Cision made to stop the
national campaign. We will
continue to organize and
stay in Oklahomaysy/’/ Sale said.

Fifty-nine vears of women
suffragettes canvasing from
house to house and district
to district has netted the
ratification of 35 states
through an open state vote.

The people working in the
Norman office said the rat-
ification was essential to
bridege the 59-cent wage sgap
that exists for all women in

One of the many voung women
attending the ERA Praver Vigil.

the United States.

Employed women are paid only
59 cents for every dollar paid
to meny» statistics show. This
wage gfap exists primarily
because women are concentrated
at the bottom of the occuprational
ladder in low-payings dead
end Jjobs.

Constituants believe that
without the ERA, female workers

of not only thisy but the next
generation will face repeated
forms of discrimination.
Because of discrimination in
educational institutions women
continue to be tracked into
the same low-paving clerical
and service Jjobs. They believe
that without full eaquality under
the Constitutions the pattern
will not change.

71I1f the ERA is ratified we
hope to see a Constitutional
principal where people will be
treated as individuals with an
EQUAL chance in societys /1
Dorothy Sales said. ;

'10ur main objective at

the Countdown office is to
change the existing climate in
Okl ahoma and to feed and acti-
vate ERA supporters in this
crucial times’/’ Sale said.

Three more states must
ratify the amendment by June
30y 1982 or the times expense
and hopes will once again
fall to the deaf ears on the
Congressional floor.

The text of the Eaual Rights
Amendment states:
SECTION 1: Eaquality of rights
under the law shall not be denied
or abridged by the United States
or by any State on account of
sSeXx.

.
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ERA supporters rallied for
passage at the state capitol on

opening day of the ledislature.

SECTION 2: The Congress shall
have the power to enforcey by
appropriate legislations the
Provisions of this article.
SECTION 3: This amendment shall
take effect two vears after the
date of ratification.

The Countdown office research
showed that minority women

have |long been the victims of

doublie discrimination, suffer-
ing from effects of both racism



NEWS BRIEFS

__-_r

T e e
—

|

G A A RE-FORMS
NORMAN --

The University of Okla-
homa Gay Activists Alliance
pildns to take advantage of
its victory in the State
Supreme Court by reorganizing
it membership and getting to
work planning social and
counseling programs
Keller,
said.

The State Supreme Court
ruled December 22 that the
OU Regents acted improperly
in denying the alliance

recognition as a student
group.,

Steve
a group spokesperson

BUT THE FIGHT ISN/T OVER YET

NORMAN --

A State legislatures Represen-
tative Bill Graves from Ok!{ahoma
Citys denounced the state Supreme

Court decision on g€ay groups, and
legislation

said he will introduce
to prevent homosexual organiza-
tions from recieving state funds
as recognized student groups.

ERA

cont. from page 1

ahd sexism. Their hopes are that
the ERA would guarantee eaual
justice under the law for ALL
women and provide a vitally
important too!l in the fight

for minority rights.

Supporters state that the
ERA is the strongest legal
weapon available for
eliminating sex discrimination
in our nation. It is an assur-
ance that women will be fairly
paids get an eaqual education,
and be entitfed to challenge
sex discrimination in courts
and have the opportunity to
fead lives based oh economic
security.

Sale said the response from
local people has been Ittremen-
dous*’/s but urged any and all
people interested in helping
to contact the Countdown
office at Norman at 329-8063,
or the Oklahoma City office
at 528-0400, (312 NE 28th,

Ok lahoma City, 73105.)
The Norman ERA office is

located at the corner of
University and Main Street.

‘confident that it will

WISCONSIN PASSES GAY BILL.

MADISON, WISCONSIN --

A bill which prohibits
discrimination on the basis
of sexual orientation has
been passed by one chamber
of the Wisconsin state legi-
slatures and supporters are
pass
the other chamber early
next vear.

The bifls AB70, prohibits
discrimination in employment,
housings and public accomoda-
tions in both public and
private sectors. It also
bans discrimination by any
contractor doing business
with the state of Wisconsin.
If passeds the bill would be
the first in any state pro-
hibiting anti-gay discrimina-
tion.

The Brazen Hussy Rasg
Staff: Jana Birchums Tonva
Joness VJ Redick, Mary B.,
Susan S.» JR Rogerss, Joni D.

Special Thanks to

Charlie

Women’/s Bookstore to Open

wWwomen in Oklahoma City are
putting together a women's
bookstore at 1630 Nw 19.

They are asking for any
and or al!l donations of used
bookss contributions and
volunteers willing to donate
their time. Volunteers are
needed Saturdays from 12 to
6 p.m. and Sundays from 12 to
4 p.m.

For information contact
TJ at 528-4494.

_birthday on Feb.

949-1406

OKLAHOMA CITY, OK After 5:00 P.M.

Artemis House'

The Women'!s Resource
Center of Norman is startin®
a feminist coffeehouse.

The concept is to have
a place where feminists can
come together, meet one
another and have a chance to
talk.

Entertainment wiill be
provided by women.

The Artemis House will
open for the first time in
honor of Susan B. Anthonvy'’s
15 from
8 to 11 o.,m. at the old
Lovelight Restaurant at 755
Jenkins in Norman.

The meeting place is
tentative. For information
call Daphne McClellan at
364-9424 or Nancy Welch at
360-0306.

NEW GAY GROUP
FORMS IN NORMAN

by Mark Adams

Norman, Oklahoma, is consi-
dered by some to be one of the
more progressive cities in the
state - it can also be one of
the loneliest if you are or
think you are gay.

When one comes outs you find
vyoursel f asking questions like:
tiWhere can I meet other gay
people?ity 1/How do I tell my
family and friends?//, or
1tShould I tell my family
anything? /¢ Sometimes the
questions are more like: 11/]Is
it wrong to be gay?// Everyonhe
must find their own answers.
The Gay Awareness Organization
(GAQO) has been formed to pro-
vide help and support for
people searching for those
answers. The GAO is a non-
political organization inter-
ested in advancing Gay under-
standing, rather than Gay rights

GAO meets the 1st and 3rd
Sundays of each month at 7:30
Pp.m. on the second floor of
Ellison Hatls University of
Ok iahoma campus. The meetings
are open to the public. If

cent. on page 5



EDITORIALS
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Gayle Marie
Atberta Jackson Band with
the entusiasm inherent
to Michigan.

Not all transportation
was reliant on oner’s Addidas.

by J R

Out of the night came the
sound of percussion instru-
ments. The land swelled with
women. In the darknesss Jjoin-
ed by the moon and starss women
danced. The primal beat hitting
a common chord in our hearts
resounding from pre-historvy.
Diana was theres Persephone was
theres Artemis was there. They
were all at the Sixth Annual
Michigan Womyns Music Festival.

The Sixth Annual Michigan
Womyns Music Festival. An annual
celebration of Mothers and
Daughters. Sisters from all
over the country and the world.
And the above experience 1is
only one of many. There were
many others. A time of firsts.
A city womani/s first camping
experience. The first time to
put up a tent. To bathe with
many other women in a creek,
splashing waters sharing soap:
washing backs. Feeling for the
 first time in a long time
secure in the beauty of the
night. Caprable with my sisters
in the light of day. Volunteering
service and knowing it is wel-
comed and needed.

A meeting of the minds - a
time for talking frankly for
the first time with disabled

a veteran
jazz circuitss

Jan Martinelli -
of professional

womens separatistssy Irish
lesbiansy fat dykes» anarchists.
e s i i A time for honesty. Being at
Michigan is one place where the largest workshop held at
cleanliness becomes a social the political tent - the work-

event.

Everyone had a chance to

be heard -
another.

one ways, 0ofr

photos by
~ pat c.

shorp on Sadomasochisms and
hearing women talk, argue,
agree and disagree on the

feelings.

Networking, reaching out to
women from all over the world.
Meeting new faces: greetineg
old ones. Feeling safey feelinsg
strange. Going to the womb for
the loving care that only
women can give. Hearing Alix
Dobkin talk about the Interna-
tional (Yessy I said Internation-
al) Lesbian Movement. Hearinsg
Merie Mackliny one of the oldes:
lesbians there, get on stasge
and sing an original song.

Hearing Robin Tyler call for
a lesbian network of filmmakers
and video artists. Seeing the
women whose music Iftve spent
many hours enioving. Dancing
with my sisters to .the strains
of /Iwe Are Familyt!/ and feel in:
a bond with each and evervyone.
Knowing thats if we have nothins
else in commons we have all
consciousiy chosen to love
women.

And then saying goodbyes have
a safe tripy pPlease writes see
youy next vear and I love vou.



YOSEMITE GATHERING DRAWS

by Lisa Kohl

The list of performers and
workshop leaders read like
a Who’/s Who in the Women'’s
Movement. Meg Christian and
Charliotte Bunch. Holly Near
and Kate Millet. Fio Kennedy
and Maiden Vovasge. Directed
by Torie Osborn. Produced
and emceed by Robin -Tyler.
Camp Mother, September 10-13.

A trip into an unusual and
visionary world created by,
for and about women. //Sun-
bathing/+, swimming ir a |ake
next to a lawn area for jam
sessionsy hiking in the
woods of Yosemites women
displayving their crafts - this
was to be a celebration,

a festival. Think of it -
4,000 women camping in the
woods! Nirvana!

The reality was more like
LITTLE PILGRIMS! PROGRESS}
with heaven nowhere in sight.
Women attending discovered,
once agains that if there is
any possibility for disasree-

ment or confrontation, we wili

find it.

The environment itself
tried the patience of even
the most hardy. Dust was so
thick many women wore breath-
ing masks. It was impossible
to find a clean place to sit.
Finally, showers had to be
rationeds in order to keep
the water pressure up due to
the threat of fires.

Brief rain showers did not
begin to settle the dust. But

they were sufficient to delay
the evening concerts’ any

water on the sound eqauip-
ment would have ended all
performances.

The high fire risk
made campfires or the use
of cooking eaquipment out
of the aquestion. Finding hot
water for coffee or tea was

a doomed venture in frustra-
tion.

Vegetarian cooking was
the order of the day. It
was very gfood. The problem
was the wait in line. Wwe
waited an hour in each meal
line...shuffling feet in the
dusts straining to hear the
Classical string ensemble,
nerves straining to the
snapping point.

Adding to the frustration,
communication problems devel-
oped. Women camping out in
the woods had no way of
knowing that meal times
had been chansed. The time
and place of workshops
changed with maddening resu-
larity. Even when the work-
shops remained in place and
started on times the in-
abiiity of many women to
show up on time disrupted
the proceedings.

But the most devastating
event of the festival was
a protests organized by the
third world women, and {t
coenspired to drain enersy
away even from the music -
the very essence of why we
were fathered tosether.

Of courses the entire
festival was not without
its bright moments. The
muysical aspects of the
festival were outstanding.
From the classical strins
ensemblie at dinner to
the late night dance
bandss the depth, variety
and perfection of women'’s
music is something to be
proud of.

The crafts on displiay
evidenced a wide variety
of talents and interests.

The care and considera-
tion for disabled women

MIXED REACTION

was laudable.

Kate Millets with her
low voice and philoso-
phical ellipticisms spoke
on the first night of
fcommunity/. 71We mustr’i,
she saids//rise to a
new level of community.//
The forces against us
in the country today are
too greaty and unless we
discover this new level
of community, we will
fail as a movement.

I think Kate Millet is
right. Women must rise to
a new level of community.
This festival illustrated
painfuliy that we are not
there, that we are dissi-
pating our energy in in-
ternal bickering, lacking
a sense of prides not an
effective force in the world,
not 'even an effective force
in our own lives.

The event ominously
epitomized some fundamental
questions facing the women'’s
movement! If we are fightinsg
among ourselvess who will
fisht the enemy? If we are
ignorant in our treatment
of each others who will en-
lighten the worlid? If we
don/t respect the talent
that we have, if we don/t
respect ourselves - who
will respect us?

GAY

cont. from page 2

Yoy are gays straight, or .
bi-sexual vou are welcome.
GAC has many lectures,
discussionss and activities
planned for the future, feel
free to attend! Alsos GAO

.¢e. FOR

® PET SAKE

Professional All Breed Grooming
by Linda Holloway & Margaret Riedt

(Betund Kinneys at Target <

L

2435 W. Main, Norman, OK 73069, 405/364-6551

‘§§§ﬁ§5 Complete Florist Jervice

Fed's Flower

2303 Northwest 16th

(405) 523-2111

Okla. City, OK 73107

works closely with Oklahomans
for Human Rights (OHR) manning
the Gay Hotline. GAO alsao
provides rides to OKC to
attend OHR meetings on the 2nd
Sunday of each month.

From early times in history.,
homosexuality has been a

taboo subject. It’s time to
open the door and step out

into a world of light.
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My Point of View

by T. Bennett

In this edition and the
following editionssy I will
try to share with vou that
which has been hiddens known
only by a small number of
people throughout the ages
up to this time. In this
hidden knowledge i§ contain-
ed the heritage and destiny
of a race of peoprles who
at this time do not as ay
whole know that they are'a
race set aside from all
other races. A race called
out from all other races.

We are a most uniaue
peopries for we are the
only race of people that
need not reproduce itself.
Should every Gay person in
the world die at this in-
stant in times in the very
next generation we Gay people
would be here once again.
Our race cannot be exter-
minated. We have been here
oh earth always. God put
us here. We are not a self-
creation.

For 2,000 years a Great
lie has been perpetrated
upon the people of the
Western World. Gay people
have been fair game for this
2000 vears. We have perse-
cuteds murdered and slander-
ed. Our dignity and our
Divine Mission was taken from
uss and truth was hidden
away. Our Godliness was
taken from us and we were’
called evily cursed of God.
Breat truths were hidden
away. Words were given new
meaning and the Great lie
became as truth. Not only
did the peorle as a whole
fall for this Great liey
but as time passedy so did
most Gay peoprle. But not
all» and so from one gen-
eration to the next the
truth (well hidden) was
passed on to this time.

All Gay people were born
into the world as Gay people.
We did not become Gay. This
fact is Jjust now being real-
ized by most people. We Gay -
people remain at a fairly
constant percentage of the
general population, 10%.

ek L

This 10% can be found in
every country on earth, no
matter what culture one may
examine. This is for a reason.
For this is a law of God.
90% of all that the people
have is theirs. But 10% of
everything belongs to Ged.
We Gay peoprle are that 10%.
We are the tithe from man-
kind to God the Creator.
You sees in all of the
Creator!s dealings with
peoprles God reauired that
10% of all that people had
be returned to God to do
the Creator/s work.
Gay people are here on

Earth as a special people

" for a special reason. We
are here to chansge the
world we live in, and to
bring about the new
order Jesus often spoke of.
This new order was not the
advent of the church. But
something else totally. It
was the order which unified
a race of people into the
Brotherhood of Man and the
Sisterhood of Woman. Their
mission was to do the work
of God and to serve God’s
Great ‘Creation - man and
womankinds, to bring peace to
Earth and to protect our
Earths mother of us all.

There is much more I
could taik about, but it
will wait., A few words and
their meanings will follow.
These words have been given
inacurate meanings. All Gay
people should know these
words and there true mean-
ings:

CELIBATE - one who
abstains from sexual inter-
course with the opposite
sex. A celibate is a Gay
person. Gay pPeople make
love,

REPROBATE - one who en-
gages in sexual intercourse
with the opposite sex. A
reprobate is a hetero-
sexual. Heterosexuals make

-babies.

COMPASSION - an emotion
that one man feels for
another man or one woman
feels for another woman.
Like gravity.

PASSION - an emotion a
man feels for a woman or a
woman feels for a man. Gay
peorle do not have this
emotion. Passion serves as
a type of gravity that draws
a man & woman together to
reproduce.

In future articles we
will discuss such topics
as sexuality and non-
sexuality. If vyou are
Gay you are a non-sexual:
not homo-sexual.

What a fisher of men is.

What is the most sacred
animal . and many others.

Correspondance to:

T. Bennett
700 Cruce St. Apt. B
Normans OK 73069

DYKEWISE

by Renin

I went to the bar the other
night. Just thought I/d amble
on up to the bar and get a
Bud. Wells the bartender
fastened upon me a suspicious
glare and said grufflys 7/No
Bud - COORS.’/’ I, not wanting
to appear forwards inquired
if there might not be a few
other brands I could choose
from. Wells the bartender
scratched her head thought-
fully for a minute and then
proudly affirmed that they
also had Coors Lights as if
that ought to be enousgh
selection for anvybody. She
went on to say that Coors
supported her and she in turn
supported Coors. I went on to
ask her how in the hell she
figured that, and she said
that whenever the Bar Owners
Association has a function
Coors donates free beer.

(Now those of vyou with a head
for math, follow closely.)

Let/s say Coors gives 8 to 10
free kegs of beer per vear, in
turn Coors enjoys overwhelming
popularitys and in some cases
outright monopoly, at the bars.
Coors Company makes lots of
moneys a substantial portion :
of which goes to the Coors 2
family. The Coors family membefs
in turn donate thousands of

(continued on Page 7)
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herﬁ:it’: riatdres

when | say
come to me.
enwrapped in your arms
| am the fire.

am | weaving

with fog-crystal cloud

a web of illusions?

when | hold

in my hand

your heart’s secret key

| am the power.

am | the phoenix
rainbow feathers charred
flying a spiraling path?

when | hold you

to keep cold from the night
through the winter

| am hearth to you.

Am i burning an altar

casting flickering golden light
of no gooddesses’ name.

when | see

before me now

a future of past echo’s

| am seeing

am | deceiving
tree-top view image of
myself about these things?

when | know

truely as

sun sets in west

| am empty.

can | sleep

peacefully, under starry sky
should | ciose my eyes?

when | tell you

we are interwomen
fabric pattern of karma
| am on fire.

am | burning

as a yod from the sun
or a witch in the night?

when you see me
smile for another

with eyes of longing

| am seeking

am | finding

a wholeness in myself
or merely false masks?

when | say

the cosmos

is within us,

| am the center.

am | believing

the waves crest bringing
these lucid truths myself?

myra fourwinds 11-j12-80

An Evenihg Alone

by V J Redick

She listened to the roaring
of the room .

While silence absorded the
sheetrock

Age had at last tempered
the blow

While cynicism offered
consolation

The search for destruction

Nears to a peaceful end

Tempered by the warmth of
whiskey

We are

where and what
We hide

and how well
We hide

within ourselves

"DYKEWISE

dollars to right-wing causes:
including the Moral Majority.

In facts a 1979 Federal! Election

Commission Report stated that
25% of all private donations

to the Moral Majority were from

the Coors family. Nows I/m no
mathematical wizard, but it

seems to.me that someone is

getting the short end of the
stick. It/s not the Moral

(continued from pasge 6)

Maijority, it/s not the right
wing, it/s not the Coors
family, or the Coors Company.
So who'’s getting screwed?
Thatt’s right! we are.

I don/t deny that Joe Coors
is a very generous man. He
gives lots of money to groups
like the HERITAGE FOUNDATION,
Phyllis Schlafly/s EAGLE FORUM,
the MOUNTAIN STATES LEGAL

FOUNDATIONs and the JOHN BIRCH
SOCIETYs to mention a few. Some
of you may have never heard of
these 2roupss but vyou had better
start listening, because they
are working openly against
Lesbian and Gay Civil Rights,
and against ERA. They have
money and they have power, and
they are using it against YOU.
That’/s a pretty high price for
a few keegs of beers don/t vou
think?

The Coors Company is coming
on with this wounded dignity
tripsy saving Aw-come on! We/re
not such bad guys, don’/t we
give you all that free beer?
Well, boys, it wEg fﬁg damned
least vou could do to give us
a little kiss while we were
getting screwed.

The Brazen Hussy Rag would
like to give special thanks
to the following people for
their incredible help in
documentation and for support:
J.R.» INTERCHANGE Resource
Center (1201 16th St.» Suite
405, Washingtons D.C.s 20036);
Jill Clarke of Gay Community
News - Boston? and Eugene
Haberman of Gay Alaska
newspaper, Anchorages, Alaska.



cont. from page 3

may be a bit stressful to
bring your lover home, but
the benefits may outweigh
the costs when the alter-
native is to be apart.

If it/s your homes vou
are more aware of vour

families!’ habits’ because

you g€rew up there you may
be able to adiust more
readily to the subtle inter-
actionss the nonverbals.
You owe it to your lover
to keep her informed as
to the images vou both
have and want to have:
but its’s hard to control
for not saving fr/thank vou:
dear/! when you are poured
a cup of coffee.

There are advantages to
bringing a womanlover home
as opposed to a man:

SUBSCRIBE . s

...to the BRAZEN HUSSY RAG
and every month enijoy the
latest newss entertainment,
and information it has to
offer the lesbians feminist,
and gay communities.

6 issues - $4.00
12 issues - $8.00

Mail to:
Bl HES Rz
1630 N.W. 19th
Okta. Citys OK 73106

but the advantages are a
result of women'’s invisibi-

lity. You may get the bedroom

with the doubie beds unless
your brother and his wife
are there. You would have
gotten to sit at the big
table but your aunt and
uncle came to dinner. Mar-
riage legitimizess and our
society needs to recognize
and confirm relationships
between committed women as
well.

The question to tell the
family or play the //we’re
just goo0od friends’/! role
is something many have de-
cided to let the family
ask. But will the family
ask? The reason they should
is in the asking they say:,
1117 see voulriy or 111 will
recognize your existence;
vour involvement in a
relationsrip apart from the
societal necessity to /!Have

~a man sanction vou.’/!’ You

will be wholly present and
accounted for from there on.
Evervone!/s family has
been confronted with the
t1issue’’ of homosexuality.
In the media it is €gay
rightss child custody suits,
discriminatory hiring and

firing, lesbians in the Navy»

gays in the Air Forces
Christopher Streets, Mardi
Grass the Stonewall riotss
Gay Pride Week. Most every-
one has been confronted
personally alsos whether
they know it or not.
Parents may be tolerant or

~disagreee with the choice to
be lesbian as an //issue’ i,
but when it becomes per-
sonals when it/s their daugh-
ter, often any previous ra-
tionale is clouded with
emotion - /what did we do
wroneg?! Why ask why? The
choice to be lesbian is

only different to the choice
to be heterosexual because
heterosexual is what most
men teach and insist upon.

For parents I think it'’s

very painful for some. They
may be unable to think past
what appears to be a can-
cellation of their lifestyle
and what they hoped for
their children. But dis-
appointment does not have to
follow difference and differ-
ence doesn’/t have to mean
rejection. Because sexual-
ity in its most traditional
form has not been especi-
ally well understood, it
hasn/t been comforting for
peopfe to talk about it

much or get past themselves
in order to see even one
other persons let alone
people who are different
sexually. But many tradi-
tions aren/t so traditional
anymore. On an individual
levels we must affirm our-
selves as best we can and
talk with whom we can.

IF NOTHING’S TOO GOOD FOR YOUR DOG

I — THE GROOM ROOM

1706 N.W. 16 TH

support the

people
who
support you

ATTENTION:
Would vyou like to meet some

of the area’s most interesting
and capable buéinesswomen?
Call Jana at 528-4494 about
being B.H.R./’s ADVERTISING
DIRECTOR.
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