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Equality for Transgendered Citizens! 
California Governor Gray Davis may be under fire for many 

things lately, but last month he presented the gift of freedom to thou­
sands of his fellow Californians. In signing AB 196, which clarifies 
the state's Fair Employment and Housing Act by including gender­
identity and expression, Governor Davis brings California into a lead­
ership position of a growing human rights struggle. California now 
becomes the most populous jurisdiction to enact equal rights for trans­
gendered citizens. 

The National Transgender Advocacy Coalition (NT AC), who 
endorsed the bill in this session and in its previous attempts, was 
"overjoyed" with Gov. Davis' signature. The bill was introduced by 
Assemblymember Made Leno (D-San Francisco), sponsored by 
Equality California (EqCA), and formally supported by more that 50 
other local, state and national groups. 

Many in the transgender community were pleasantly surprised with 
news of the Gov. Davis' signature. This was the third attempt for this legis­
lation, and the embattled governor has recently had plenty of partisan sal­
vos to fend off. While the prospects for enactment seemed less optimistic 
given the political environment, the results were positive. 

"I can't even begin to explain the joy and swprise I feel," said an 
ebullient Gwen Smith, founder of Remembering Our Dead, a website 
devoted to transgendered victims of murder. "I'm amazed - and 
pleased - that Gov. Davis chose to sign this bill, even in the midst of 
mounting attacks from the religious right and from the conservatives 
behind the recall attempt" 

"Transgender people seek nothing more than the opportunity to 
support ourselves and our families and to be treated with dignity and 
respect," said Shannon Minter, Legal Director for the California-

conttnued on page 15 
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Marriage is a Civil Right 
In light of recent statements by elected officials and religious 

leaders, Soulforce Inc. issues the following policy statement on civil 
marriage: 

Since the day the Supreme Court released its decision on the 
Lawrence v. Texas sodomy case that decriminalized private sexual 
activity between consenting adults, the debate has turned to civil mar­
riage. 

Soulf orce, Inc. strongly supports the civil rights of all people, 
including but not limited to the right to choose whether or not to vol­
untarily enter into civil contracts with one another. 

Civil marriage is a civil contract between two people, who prom­
ise to honor, respect, and care for one another until death. This con­
tract affords over 1000 government benefits to those who enter into it. 
Some people have the ability to choose this form of contract, others 
do not, because the United States government sanctions discrimina­
tion against gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender people when issu­
ing civil contracts that we call "marriage." 

Additionally, when this commitment between two people takes 
on religious connotations, we also call it "marriage," however it then 
becomes a religious ritual. Soulforce also supports religious liberty, 
which guarantees people the right to choose their religion, and to 
choose a religion that honors their choices and decisions. We do, 
however, look forward to the day when no one will choose a religion 
that discriminates against people based on their sexual orientation or 
gender identity. 

Soulforce also supports the separation of church and state, a Con­
stitutional principle based on the balance between the Establishment 
Clause and the Free Exercise Clause. Statements by religious leaders 
or politicians that are intended to entangle church and state, to blur the 
distinction between civil and religious marriage, and to deny equal 
rights to anyone people based on the gender, sex, sexual orientation or 
gender identity are an insult and an injustice to America. 

We strongly urge all elected officials and religious leaders to up­
hold the Constitution, honor the Supreme Court, support Freedom of 
Religion, by granting civil marriage to consenting adults regardless of 
sex, gender, gender identity or sexual orientation, and to work to guar­
antee the ideals of Equality, Justice and Freedom for All. 

Sou/force a national interfaith movement committed to ending spiri­
tual violence perpetuated by religious policies and teachings against 
gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender people. We teach and apply the 
nom,iolent principles of MK. Gandhi and Martin Luther King to the 
liberation of gender and sexual minorities. 
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When it's okay to let someone go 
Marilda Mel White/Susan A. Jackson 

There is a scene in the movie Longtime Companion which left 
such an impression on me when I saw it some 20 years ago, 
that I still cry when I picture it in my mind. One man is dying 
of AIDS, and after a long and valiant struggle, his partner (his 
longtime companion) tells him that it is all right for him to go. 

Such love I could hardly imagine then - loving someone 
enough to let them go in such a final way. At the time, all I 
could think of was wanting to live, wanting to fight, not want­
ing to go ... and not wanting anyone else to go either. 

I'm older now, and hopefully a little wiser. Or at least I've 
had more experience with the twists and turns life can offer, 
and I have a greater understanding that nothing is really as cut 
and dried as I once believed. 

And I've learned that sometimes letting go is the exact right 
thing to do, and even more, letting someone else know that it's 
okay if they go is the greatest gift, even if it is the most difficult. 

At the memorial service for my mother, who passed away 
in June, I had a friend read a poem that meant a lot to Mom and 
me, that speaks to this issue. The poem "May I Go?" was writ­
ten by a woman named Susan A. Jackson; Pastor Jim Williams, 
the hospice chaplain who visited my mother regularly, uses it 
often in his work. 

Pastor Jim gave a ropy of the poem to Mom a couple of 
weeks before she died. Mom and I aied when we read it, but it 
was not just because of the sadness of knowing time was short. 
The poem also brought us a kind of peace. 

I'd known Mom was ready to go - she'd told me so - and 
I was trying to be ready to let her go. The poem helped both of 
us by beautifully and succinctly summing up what we were 
thinking and feeling, but were unable to express. 

It helped to reassure us that, as Mom's favorite Bible verse 
says, "for everything there is a season, a time for every pur­
pose, under Heaven" (F.cclesiastes 3:1). It reminded us that 
while it is good to want to live, it is also all right to be ready to 
go ... and it is all right to let someone go. 

Sometimes a stnnger' s words, like those in this poem -
written from going through the same kind of experience we 
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were going through - can bring a kind of comfort that nothing 
else can. I don't know if the poem was written by or for a per­
son with AIDS, or for a husband or wife, or by a mother to her 
child, or by any other human relation combination. 

What I do know is that it was surly written by someone 
who loved someone else; the feelings it evokes are universal, as 
is love. 

I want to share the poem with you now because even if it 
doesn't mean much to you today, perhaps it will some time in 
the future. 

And when the situation comes up in your life, perhaps you 
too will find comfort in this poem, and you will know you are 
not alone. 

May I Go? 

May I go now? Do you thing the time is right? 
May I say good-bye to pain filled days 

and endless lonely nights? 
I've lived my life and done my best, an example tried to be. 

So can I take that step beyond and set my spirit free? 

I didn't want to go at first, I fought with all my might, 
but something seems to draw me now 

to a warm and loving light. 
I want to go, I really do - it's difficult to stay 

but I will try as best I can to live just one more day. 

To give you time to care for me and share your loves and fears. 
I know you're sad ... and afraid, because I see your tears. 

I'll not be far, I promise that, and hope you'll always know 
that my spirit will be close to you, wherever you may go. 

Thank you so for loving me, you know I love you too. 
That's why it's hard to say good-bye and end this life with you. 
So hold me now, just one more time, and let me hear you say, 

because you care so much for me, you'll let me go today. 

Thank you, Susan A. Jackson, 
from my mother and me. - Mel 
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Scruffy Little Dykes 
When my fiiend the hmkeeper told me she was going to an art 

gallery opening a few weeks ago, I asked if I could tag along. She 
paused for a long moment and a thousand reasons for her hesita­
tion rared through my he.ad ''It:'' I offered, in a very small voice, 
''yru don't mind going with a sautfy little dyke." 

Immediately, she said, "I've been living with a sautfy little 
dyke for 34 years." 

We went on to plan the excursion A few minutes 1ater it hit 
me. I told her, ''I just realized what you really said," and got off the 
phone quickly because I thought I was going to ay. I was feeling a 
huge wave of appreciation for the good femmes who stay 34 years 
with their sauffy little dykes (SID). 

And what is an SLD? It's a woman who is mt tall, but mt 
necessarily short, who's inclined to live in blue jeans, but has a 
good pair for~ up, or at least a clean pair. Some people might 
look a little puzzled about why my good pair deserves that desaip­
tion She's likely to dress very simply, int-shirts with soort sleeves 
and maybe long sleeves if it's chilly In my case I like to have a 
few denim or canvas shirts or worlc shirts, to protect me from the 
sun and because I think a collar looks spiffier on those occasions 
when I need a little spiffing up. Like art shows. 

I know many lesbians no longer believe in femme and butch 
because they think this is role playing, but I have never played a 
role in my life; I simply know where I fall. Was it ~mdhing in 
my baby fornmla? Was it because I adored my big brother? Is it in 
my genes? Or maybe it was because my mother taught me that 
comfort is one of the greater virtues. She, of course, talked the talk 
and did rot walk the walk, but her daughter took her at her word 
and is a bra-pmbic woman who dresses like a skateboarding teen­
age boy. AKA an SID. And proud ofit. 

Yet I have to wonder why femmes put up with us. The Inn­
keeper with the SID partner cruld hardly complain if she wanted 
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to. She tells the stmy of the guest who asked if she always wore t­
shirts. The innkeeper said, "No, in the winter I wear sweatshirts." 
The difference is that she wears pretty yet interesting sweatshirts 
decorated with abstract designs or other arresting graphics and her 
partner geoerally goes for ~lids and handsome illustrations em­
bel~shed with ~se paint or sawdust from her many handy-dyke 
proJec:ts. Sometunes they share. They both wear jeans most of the 
time. The Innkeeper disdains the time it takes to "do all that shit," 
like makeup and fimcy girl clothes. But does any femme ever look 
like an SID? No way! She looks well-put together, How do 
femmes do that? 

~ving recently been thrown over for the dominant !l>Ciety, I 
am pamfully aware that ~me women do mt pit up with us. They 
want to change us or they give us a wide berth. Some lesbians are 
otherwise fine partners who were perhaps brooght up in a way that 
makes living with an SID a trial. Some women are bi and slra.ddle 
both woods with amazing dexterity including the one that comes 
equipped with Sills. The women I most admire are the ones I call 
the good femmes, the women who love us partly because we are 
sautfy little dykes. They will straighten a collar with tenderness in 
their eyes, walk down the street alongside us with an unconscious 
protective defiance, and gladly avoid places where we might be 
made uncomfortable. 

They seem to think, the good femmes, that we are beautiful 
despite a society that finds us repellent. Some of them eajoy noth­
ing better than spending time with a gaggle of admiring Sills. 
They are a special breed, these femmes, created to love and be 
loved by the special breed called sauffy little dykes. 

The concept of the SID has become a fiunily joke now, but 
we've talked serirusly about it too. The hmkeeper is careful to use 
the words self-proclaimed before she uses the SID tenn. The best 
news is that this good femme doesn't see us as Sills at all. Rather 
than des::ribing us as little, or sauffy, she sees us as women who 
~ for comfort, practic.ality and tor oor situations, whether we 
are painting muses, dancing till dawn or cooking breakfast. 

What she hasn't aclcnowledged koowing is, of course, that we 
dress for her. © 
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Family Pride Coalition Commends ABA 
for Support of Gay Adoption Issues 

The Family Pride Coalition commends the American 
Bar Association (ABA) for its passage of a resolution in sup­
port of joint and second-parent adoptions. The voice vote 
took place last month during the annual convention in San 
Francisco. 

The ABA was previously on the record in support of the 
rights of single gay men and lesbians to adopt children. The 
resolution passed this week indicates the ABA's support of 
"the establishment of legal parent-child relationships 
through joint adoptions, and second-parent adoptions by 
unmarried persons who are functioning as a child's parents, 
when such adoptions are in the best interests of the child." 

The 410,000-member association is the nation's largest 
legal group. Approval of this resolution means that the or­
ganization can now lobby state legislatures to ensure that 
adoption laws permit both members of a same-sex couple to 
establish a legal relationship to their children. The resolu­
tion also applies to unmarried heterosexual couples. 

"The American Bar Association has again taken an im­
portant step toward justice for all American families," said 
Aimee Gelnaw, executive director of the Family Pride Coali­
tion. "Too many children have been left vulnerable because 
their parents were denied the legal protections and respon­
sibilities that come with adoption. The ABA, along with 
other professional organizations, has supported the idea 
that the best interests of children are served when they have 
a legally protected relationship with both of their parents." 

The ABA resolution follows similar resolutions from 
three other respected professional organizations just last 
year, including the American Academy of Pediatria,, the 
American Academy of Family Physicians and the American 
Psychoanalytic Association 

The Family Pride Coalition is the only national non-profit organi­
zation dedicated to advandng the well being of lesbian, gay, bisex­
ual and transgender parents and their families through mutual 
support, community collaboration and public understanding. 
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BEWARE! Read the Small Print 
received by e-mail 

This is to all of you that signed up for the "do not call" law. 
This week I received a card in the mail that looked all right. It 
said "vote for your favorite cola - Pepsi or Coke - and receive 
a complementary 12 pack" It didn't look suspicious, but for 
some reason I kept looking at it. 

THEN I FOUND IT!! At the bottom of the card here is a 
VERY small statement. It is SO small it is hard to read - but 
here is what it says: By completing this form, you agree that spon­
sors and co-sponscrs of this offer may telephone you , even if your 
number is found on a do not call registry or list 

This REALLY upset me and I just wanted all my friends to 
be aware of this way to get around the "do not call" law!! Just 
think how many people will send this in and their do not call 
registry will be NO GOOD 11 

The company's name is MARKET SOLUTION. Please send 
this to all your .friends that signed up for " do not call." I think 
this is just one of what we will get in the future - so READ 
EVERYrHING before you SIGN and TELL YOUR FRIENDS 
ABOUT ITl!I I • 
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0n ~Dcred groun 
by and (C) Joy Park:s 

It's purely academic 
One common trait I've noticed in people like me who have spent 

considerably more years than was necessary in the halls and lecture 
rooms of academia is the sense that September, and not January, is 
really the beginning of the new year. It's been nearly two decades 
since I submitted my last major class paper and yet every August, I 
get charmed into buying something in an earth-toned tweed or suc­
cumb to the urge to stock up on pens and markers and pristine lined 
spiral-bound notebooks. So this year, to subvert my desire for a year's 
supple of mechanical pens or even worse, a Charlie1s Angels lunch 
kit, let's look at lesbian books from some of the university presses. 

There's nothing new about academic presses taking an interest in 
lesbianism. It's just that much of what they historically have pub­
lished amounts to piles of "objective" studies that would keep the av­
erage healthy, happy dyke up nights. I suppose we should be grateful 
that some of the most respected university presses now ignore the fact 
that what many of their queer authors write is a far cry from what 
once passed for academically-sanctioned literature. Still, my distrust 
of authority makes me worry that once our writing become sanctioned 
by the mainstream (in as much as academia is mainstream), it won1t 
belong to us anymore. But thankfully, most of the books covered in 
this column have the kind of integrity that puts those fears to rest. 

You should be forewarned that Minnie Bruce Pratt is one of a 
handful of my very favorite poets. She has been since I first read her 
tiny The Sound of One Fork in 1981 and her latest collection, The 
Dirt She Ate, is a reminder as to why this continues to be so. The Dirt 
She Ate includes poems from her four previous volumes, along with 
several new, wonderfully open-structured pieces that aptly demon­
strate how her work continues to grow finer, braver and more illumi­
nating with every line she writes. Granted, I finally accept that poetry 
is an acquired taste and no longer the drum beat of radical lesbianism 
~ the way it once was. But sometimes you need to read great poetry 
Just to feel its beauty. This is the case with Pratt1s writings. Her poems 
are highly biographical and intimate; they are as complex and de­
manding as the life she speaks from. Her conversational story-like 
style, her selection of simple, daily events as subject matter and her 
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intense, musical rhythms surprise and seduce, they build from simple 
description of fact into waves of powerful and unexpected emotional 
revelations that will strain your heart and stretch your mind. If you 
read only one book of poetry this year, The Dirt She Ate should be it 

Toe press release that accompanied Love in Good lime a mem­
oir by Claire Robson, stresses the uniqueness of this novel-iike real­
life corning story. But the truth is, there are elements to it that are so 
familiar and have been experienced by many woman of her generation 
as they moved from traditional daughter-and wifehood towards the 
lesbian community. And then somehow found the courage and free­
~m to really live their lives as they chose. And that's the beauty of 
this book. We know what she says is real and true. We read her and 
we believe her. Set in England, there are terms that may momentarily 
confuse American readers, but for the most part, there1s a wonderful 
familiarity to the story, as well as laugh-out-loud humor and the 
w~ and pain and frustration that comes with really having 
choices. Readers will leave the book wishing they had a friend like 
Claire Robson. Then realize that they probably already do. 

Also out from the university presses, The Literature of Lesbian­
"!"• edited by Terry Castle and published by the prestigious Colum­
bia Press, unfortunately has more to do with the literature of how oth­
ers have perceived lesbians than how they see themselves. To find out 
how this much anticipated (and huge!) work of lesbian scholarship 
stacks up against previously published less "official" studies of les­
bian writing, see the October 2003 Sacred Ground next month. 

The Literature of Lesbianism, A Historical Anthology from Ariosto to Stonewall 
edited by Terry Castle, Columbia University Press, 704 pages, hardcover, $45-.00 
The Dirt She Ate by Minnie Bruce Pratt, University of Pittsburgh Press, $12.95-
Love in Good Time by Claire Robson, Michigan State University Press, $24.95-

Sacred Classic: The Group by Mary McCarthy 
The Group Wc&l't piblislm by an academic ~ but since this novel 

tells the stmy of eight V3S&11' graduate.~, it seemed like the perrect choice for this 
month's Sacred Oassic. Thoogbt to be semi-autooiographical (author Mary 
McCarthy ~ the wife of fumed American 1itecary aitic Ednnmd WiliDn), 
nmch of the book deals with men and maniage and childbearing, which IIllY 
not interest readers accustom to more oonscious1y lesbian books. Still. The 
Group introduces one of the most intriguing (and cksrabJe) 1esbian characters 
to exist before Stonewall and deals with women's education, women's frieJXl­
ships and the damaging attitucrs towards smart, independent women in Amer­
ica just before WWII in a way that rocked the academic world The book ~ 
mooe into a movie with Candice Beigen as the female lead and while it ixooo­
bly won't seem ~ to lesbian readers now, McCarthy's u:Jem and attitmes nr 
wards 1llain$ream heterosexuality were meal and shocking when The Group 
~ first piblislm in 1954. That alcne makes it a milestone of American litera­
ture that one shouldn1t ~ (The Group by Mary McCarthy - several New Ameri­
can Library paperback editions, price varies) 
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aPJ>ho's Solutions 
uccessful Living 

by and @ Stacy Chandler 

Dear Savvy Sappho, I get very annoyed when told to wait 
on the phone. How can I get more patience? - Twitchy 

Dear Twitchy, Get a speaker phone, and have small pro­
jects stacked next to where you use it. A lot can be done 
while you 're on hold - a friend of mine wrote a book 
while on hold. - SS 

Dear Savvy Sappho, My lover of six years has just told me 
she'd like to have a child. I love her but want to remain 
childless. What can we do? - Worried 

Dear Worried, Both of you should see a c.ounselor and 
discuss this at great length. Children are not spur-of-the­
moment projects - they last a lifetime[ - SS 

©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©©© 

t;~S~''«flJ, ~ 
J:;J.. ,t1,"Cr* ·~~~ 

--tt by and © Stacy Chandler ~ Q-
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VIRGO 
August 23 - September 22 
Chaste and pure are rare for sure 

Not only beauty has allure 
You're never quiet nor demure 

Don't seel amour when Insecure -
Caring friends shall reassure.* 

*BE WARNED - THE VIEWS EXPRESSED ABOVE DO NOT 
NECESSARILY REFLECT THE AURA OF THE COSMOS! 

ui11l■ii1l·OK 
based ~llll<llwil M 001 111 530 j "By enacting %31 
196 into law, l .al1forn1.1u, are sending a powerful message that no 
person can be denied employment or housing based on gender-related 
characteristics." 

The amended California law describes discrimination based on 
'sex' as including discrimination based on 'gender,' which includes a 
person's "identity, appearance or behavior whether or not that identity, 
appearance or behavior is diff'erent from that traditionally associated 
with the person's sex at birth." Thus, the law protects effeminate men 
and masculine-appearing women as well as the transgendered. 

"The governor exhibited clarity under pressure," said Vanessa 
Edwards Foster, chair of NT AC. "We only wish more of our political 
leaders could show as much leadership. Gov. Davis demonstrated his 
concern for all of California's citizens - not simply those who think, 
look like, or contribute to the same causes as he does," Foster com­
mented. "It's far too rare a trait in these politically polarized times." 

NT AC applauds the fair-minded California legislators for joining 
Minnesota, Rhode Island and New Mexico in protecting transgender 
citi:zens from discrimination. NT AC believes that all nondiscrimina­
tion laws and bias crimes laws should include gender-identity and 
expression. Discrimination has no place in our nation. 

Gwen Smith summed it up simply. "It is a big win for Califomia1s 
transgender community." ✓ 

Founded in 1999, lvlAC - the National Tran.sgender Advocacy Coalition -
ia a .501 (c)(4) civil rights organization working to establish and maintain the 
right of all trrmsgendered, interaexed, and gender-variant people to live and 
work without fear cf'violenc, or discrimination. 

tYeryot'\B' ~ ~ ~a,plea, ofgood,, ne.\U~ 

1'1w.,, good,, n.e-w~ wt:Jw&t-yow r~ dc-Nt 7c+,ow how 
freat" you, cat'\I ~ how much-you, OON\I low,; what 
yow cat'\lcu;c,omp~ ~ what _yc,-ur ~ C¼I 

---A N'\£1 Fl"CU'UCI 

~··············································-~,uu,M~ 
Mel White/MAKAW Press, owner/publisher 
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