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Third Annual COURAGE AWARDS 
Honor Everyday Heroes 

2002 Colin Higgins Award Winners 
Braved Harassment, Hostility in the Trenches 
to Promote Tolerance, Queer Rights 

- US Newswire 

A 15-year-old boy who stood up to the local school board 
in his rural Missouri town and a Miami grandmother who over­
came religious and community backlash to support her gay son, 
are among this year's Colin Higgins Courage Award winners. The 
awards are given each year to honor everyday heroes who demon­
strate courage in the face of discrimination, intolerance and big­
otry based on sexual orientation. 

"We may be tempted to believe that just because Will & 
Grace is a hit TV show and Rosie O'Donnell comes out of the 
closet, equality and acceptance for gay, lesbian, bisexual and 
transgender people is a fait accompli," said Charles Fernandez, 
spokesperson for the Colin Higgins Foundation and a program 
officer of the Tides Foundation, "but the experiences of the 2002 
Courage Award winners prove that there are still blood and tears 
in the trenches where ordinary individuals battle bigotry in their 
daily lives." 

Fernandez added, "But most importantly, these heroes teach 
us that personal bravery shines a light on the struggle for LGBT 
rights, and that each of these lights is an important victory." 

The winners of the third annual Colin Higgins Courage 
Awards are: 

D. Patrick Bynum - at the age of 12, this 15-year-old from 
Ozark, Mo., went twice before his local school board to ask for 
protection from beatings and harassment by his classmates. When 
the school board failed to act, he bravely took his battle to the next 
level by filing a complaint with the Department of Education's 
Office for Civil Rights. 

Eva Leivas-Andino - the mother of four children, includ­
ing a gay son, and grandmother of two, Eva overcame her own 
fears and prejudices and those of her religious and ethnic commu­
nity in Miami to become a full-time advocate of LBGT youth. 

Vanessa Duran - As a 17-year-old queer African­
American-Latina activist, Vanessa has lived a lifetime of being 
labeled and attacked for who she is. But this El Cerrito, Calif., 
youth has transformed her experience into art and activism, using 
film, video and photography as lenses through which to explore 
racism and homophobia. 

Calvin Warren - taught by his church that his sexual ori­
entation made him the "antithesis of black manhood," 21-year-old 
Calvin endured threats and regular harassment in his hometown of 
Newburgh, N.Y. to become an outspoken and dedicated gay rights 
activist who will graduate this May from Cornell University. 

The Colin Higgins Courage A wards recognize ordinary but 
remarkable individuals who have endured overwhelming hostility 
and hate, yet have handled themselves with the utmost grace as 
they educate and enlighten others about the lesbian, gay, bisexual 
and transgender experience. Each winner receives $10,000 as part 
of the prize. 

Colin Higgins, acclaimed screenwriter, director and pro­
ducer of films such as Harold and Maude and Nine to Five, estab­
lished The Colin Higgins Foundation in 1986. In addition to the 
Courage Awards, the Foundation also funds film scholarships and 
has supported over 390 LGBTQ organizations, ranging from the 
Gay, Lesbian and Straight Education Network (OLSEN) to gay, 
lesbian, bisexual and transgender outreach and AIDS prevention 
programs in such locations as Fayetteville, AK and Biloxi, MS. 

The Colin Higgins Foundation is administered by the Tides 
Foundation, a larger parent foundation which partners with donors 
to increase and organize resources for progressive social change. 
In the past decade, the Tides Foundation has awarded more than 
$100 million in grants to community-based organizations and pro­
gressive nonprofits. ~ 
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: NOW AVAILABLE: Timeless classics by Lee Lynch. ~ 
◄ $8/boob (includes shipping}; ► 
◄ multiple order discounts available. ► 
~ THE SWASHBUCKLER "Lee Lynch's finest and : 
◄ moit sensitive worb to date, and perhaps the most ► 
◄ moving novel of lesbian life ever written." (Joy Parbs) . ► 
◄ THAT OLD STUDEBAKER A "tender tale of a Journey to ► 
~ love ... to community ... to self: (Katherine V. Forrest). ~ 
◄ Also available: SHORT STORIES: Cactus Love, Old Dyke ► 
◄ Tales, Home In Your Hands. NOVELS: Toothpick House, ► 
~ Dusty~ ()ueen of Hearts Diner, Morton River Valley, Rafferty ~ 
◄ Street. COLLECTED COLUMNS: The Amazon Trail. ► 
◄ Checb or Money Order: Variant Press, PO Box 2170, ► 
~ Waldport OR 97394 birders66@hotmall.com ~ 
~ -----•-··---------· --· ---· ---- .... ~•••••••••••••••••••••••••v••••~ 
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by Stacy Chandler 

TAURUS April 19 - May 20 

Plod on mighty bovine, 
you'll make headway; 
don't be afraid to gore 

a few problems in your way. 
The only difference 

between a nudge and a butt: 
force Xs intent =s play 

(FORCE TIMES INTENT EQUALS PLAY).* 

Property of the Center 

Sappho's Solutio1.1S 
uccessfut Living 

Dear Savvy Sappho - I want to increase my physical ac­
tivity. My partner is a couch potato. How can I motivate 
her to come with me? - Signed, Road Runner 

Dear RR - You can ask nicely, or beg, plead and even nag, but 
the only person you really need to motivate is yourself - SS 

Dear Savvy Sappho - My mate is a zealot about gay 
rights. She's an activist all the way. I'm much more quiet 
and subdued. How are we ever going to work this out? 

Signed, Meek 

Dear Meek - With discussions between the two of you, and 
plentt; of give and take on both sides, I'm sure that anything 
can be worked out with negotiation and love. - SS 

This month's Savvy Sapphic Suggestions for Successful 
Lesbian Living by Stacy Chandler. If you have a question, 

send it toss% Makaw, PO Box 130, Tehachapi, CA 93561 

A ha:ppywe,,ma,wwone,,who-hcwrio-C(M"EWiN't'cill,; a, 

~ w~ w one,, who-hew ca.YEW but ~'t 
7,et-the,m,, g,e:t" heY dcwYll. - 'Be-vev½,i s£14, 

GAYELLOW PAGES, informing the lesbian, gay, bisexual & 
transgender community since 1973, Includes Women's Sec­
tion and Ethnic/Multicultural section "You won't find a more 
complete guide covering literally all aspects of Gay and Les-
bian life" Our World http://gayellowpages.com 
Renaissance House, PO Box 533 Village Station, New York, 

NY 10014 (or ask at your local feminist bookstore) 
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Gay Alliances Help Teens 
According to a new study released recently by the Institute for 

Gay and Lesbian S1rategic Studies (IGLSS), lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
and transgender youth are benefiting from the existence of Gay­
Straight Alliances (GSAs). 

The IGLSS release, Going Beyond Gay-Straight Alliances to 
Make Schools Safe for Lesbian. Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender Stu­
dents, is based on a study by principal investigaton Drs. Pat Griffin 
and Mathew Ouellett. The pilot study is part of a larger research pro­
ject looking at • schools participating in the Massachusetts Safe 
Schools Program (MSSP). 

The MSSP is now in its tenth year. The researchen expect the 
study to be used nationally by advocates, school personnel and others 
who seek to have formal safe schools programs implemented in states 
outside Massachusetts. 

Although several states have vohm.tary school and community­
based GSAs, Massachusetts was the first to create a Safe Schools Pro­
gram and is the only stat.e to include funding. A 
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.GOLDEN.' • ••. • ii,-o. .. -.·:t-

• ~-:c-t·505U-1-8 :___ • , 
for-info~o~-and ·applicatioi.t· 

• . • e-mail - ~erica.net 
http://amerka.net/~wildiri,/gold~html • 

. Sample copy mailed ditcreedy ·$5 US md Canada . . '. 

.AB other counttiea $10 Us funds or International 
Mo~ Order for~ outside US. 
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(sometime to be called LesblanPrlde Monthly) 
Is lesbian-owned and operated; 

Mel Whlte/MAKAW Press, owner/publisher 

Subscriptions: $10-20 a year (12 issues) 
contributors receive free subscriptions. 

Unsolicited contributions are we/come but be sure to Include 
a self-addressed stamped envelope If you want your 
material retumed; all rights are returned to creator. 

C 2002 All Rights Reserved 
For pennisslon to reprint or uae any of the content, contact: 

Mel White, PO Box 130, Tehachapi, Callfomla 93561 
momingland@msn.com 

• ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

[g(t:DJ@W WlXl@ W@UD &(Ks[gg 
~ ..................................................... . . . . 

: Keep L~ri.d&New~ : 
: coming right to your mailbox! : 
• $10 subscription rate : . 
. □ Send me a new subscription to LPN I 
: □ Renew my subsaiption to LPN! 
: □ Send a gift subscription to LPN : . . 
: (to somone special, from mel) • 
• □ Send me the new Lettle, Lul,ia.nPnde-'Read.er 

. . 
• . 

. . 
• . . . . 

($5 postpaid, bulk prices available!) • 
□ Send the new Lettle, Lul,ia.nPnd.e,'Read.u- • 

(as a gift from me to the person noted below)! 

Name 

Address 

City 

State Zip 

Gift from 

Mall this form along with a check or money order 
to MAKAW, PO Box 130, Tehachapi, CA 93561 

. 
• . 
• . 
• . . 
• • . 
• 

• . . . . 
• . . 
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HtRLAND 
2312 NW 39TH 
OKLAHOMA CITY OK 73112 
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