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Edited by Stephen D. Sugarman
and Herma Hill Kay
Foreword by Franklin E. Zimring

Some twenty years after California passed
the first pure no-fault divorce law in the
United States, some form of no-fault has
been adopted in every state—but the
divorce revolution it launched remains
unfinished. Now prominent authorities in
the field have written a book that appraises
the situation today, explains how we got
where we are, and explores legislative
options for the future.

The book presents considerable evidence
contradicting the view expressed by many
critics that allowing no-fault divorce has
significantly disadvantaged women. At the
same time, it recognizes what many
divorced women, especially those with cus-
tody of young children, face bleak financial
problems. The authors discuss persisting
problems of the financial rights and obliga-
tions of divorcing couples, child custody,
and the role of stepparents, and they ana-
lyze proposals for remedying these prob-
lems through legislative action. The book is
not only for policymakers, lawyers, and
social scientists who study the family but
also for anyone concerned about marriage,
divorce, and family life in America in the
19908.

Stephen D. Sugarman is professor of law
at the University of California, Berkeley,
and directs the Program in Family Law of
the Earl Warren Legal Institute. Herma
Hill Kay, the Richard W. Jennings
Professor of Law at the University of
California, Berkeley, was a member of the
commission that proposed no-fault in
California.
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“This is a book that will provoke a pas-
sionate response from lawyers and femi-
nists—indeed, from anyone concerned
with the social, economic, and legal
aspects of reproduction in our age—and
should be read for that very reason.”
—Nancy F. Cott

“A liberal feminist lawyer argues forcibly that
women should have the legal right to sell
their reproduction services (and the obliga-
tion to fulfill their contracts).” —The New
York Times Book Review

“A liberal feminist defense of surrogate
motherhood (women’s rights to control
our bodies includes the right to bear chil-
dren for money).” —Kris Hoover, Feminist
Bookstore News

“Arguing that if women are to overcome the
psychological constraints of patriarchy, they
must be seen as autonomous agents
responsible for their own reproductive deci-
sions, Shalev defends surrogacy contracts
and explores the laws governing reproduc-
tive relationships.” —Varun Gauri,
Hastings Center Report

Reviewing family and reproductive issues
from ancient times to Baby M., Carmel
Shalev contends that to overcome the psy-
chological constraints of a patriarchal soci-
ety, women must regard themselves as
responsible for their reproductive decisions.

Carmel Shalev is a lawyer living in
Jerusalem. She has written reports on
artificial reproduction for the World Health
Organization and on civil rights under the
intifada for the West Bank Data Base
Project in Jerusalem.
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Elise F. Jones et al.
A Study by The Alan Guttmacher Institute

The researchers of this book show that the
United States’ high incidence of unintended
pregnancy can be attributed at least partially
to the way in which family planning services
are provided and the lack of readily available
information about contraceptive methods
and services.
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Catharine A. MacKinnon
Foreword by Thomas I. Emerson
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Mary Roth Walsh
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Ural Histories of Women Physicians
Edited by Regina Markell Morantz, Cynthia
Stodola Pomerleau, and Carol Hansen Fenichel
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DES and the Dilemmas of Modern Medicine

Roberta J. Apfel, M.D,, M.P.H.
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