















































want. We need to dialogue to see if we can get what we all
want without killing. We have a criminal punishment sys-
tem instead of a criminal justice system.

Ramsey Clark, former Attorney General under Lyndon B.
Johnson and WILPF sponsor, gave the keynote speech at
the banquet. Ramsey Clark has dedicated his life to ending
repression, violations of human rights, the death penalty,
torture, and violence. For member branches he is also avail-
able to discuss sanctions in Iraq.

I became newly acquainted with two groups at the con-
ference. One is "Hands Off Cain," an international group
formed for the abolition of the death penalty by the year
2000. Hands off Cain has offices in Rome, Brussels and
New York. They believe that "No state has the right to dis-
pose of the lives of its citizens." They took a resolution to
abolish the death penalty to the UN General Assembly in
1994. Although it did not pass they are encouraged and plan
to continue working through the UN for a worldwide ban on
capital punishment. In April 1997, the UN Committee on
Human Rights voted for a resolution against the death
penalty. The resolution submitted by the

Italian Government and co-sponsored by 45 countries
stemmed from initiatives of Hands Off Cain.

The vote was 27 in favor, 11 against, and 14 abstentions.
The second group is "Murder Victims' Families for
Reconciliation.” This group is dedicated to spreading the
word about reconciliation. They are mostly family and
friends of victims of murder. They sponsor the "Journey of

Hope." This takes them into communities and churches to
tell their stories and share their message of reconciliation.
This next year they will journey in Texas.

Members of the Texas Coalition to Abolish the Death
Penalty have been kept busy trying to react to all the execu-
tions which have taken place so far this year. By May the
total numbers of executions (24) surpassed 1935- formerly
the high number - with 7 months to go. Weeks went by with
2 or 3 executions each week. One day there were two execu-
tions. Members of the TCADP try to go to Huntsville, TX,
where the executions (killings) take place, to maintain a
vigil. It is around 70 miles from Houston. The executions
take place at 6 p.m., on a weekday.

One of our members lost her husband in May. This was
most difficult for all of us. Irineo Montoya had been convict-
ed at age 18. He was f-~ 71 Mexico and did not speak
English, yet there was a signed confession in English.
Foreign nationals are supposed to be able to talk to repre-
sentatives of their government, but he was not - it was an
unfair trial from the beginning.

Mexican officials tried to intercede. Letters came from all
over the world. Large demonstrations took place on the bor-
der. We called our governor. ONE HALF hour before the
execution the word came that Governor Bush would not
issue a stay. H
Lynn Furay is WILPF's Death Penalty Liaison. She is
also the new Chair of Region III.
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