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WHAT IS ABOLITION?

* Abolition is a political vision
that seeks to eliminate the
need for prisons, policing,
and surveillance by creating
sustainable alternatives to
punishment and imprison-
ment.

* Abolition means acknowl-
edging the devastating ef-
fects prison, policing, and
surveillance have on poor
communities, communities of
color and other targeted
communities, and saying,
"No, we won't live like this.
We deserve more."

* Abolitionists recognize that
the kinds of wrongdoing we
call "crime" do not exist in
the same way everywhere
and are not "human nature”,
but rather determined by the
societies we live in. Similarly,
abolitionists do not assume
that people will never hurt
each other or that people
won't cross the boundaries
set up by their communities.
We do imagine, however,
that boundary crossings will
happen much less often if we
live in a society that com-
bines flexibility with care to
provide for, and acknowl-
edge, people's needs. To do
that, we must create alterna-
tives for dealing with the in-
juries people inflict upon
each other in ways that sus-
tain communities and fami-
lies. Keeping a community
whole is impossible by rou-

tinely removing peopile from
it.

* An abolitionist vision
means that we must build
models today that can repre-
sent how we want to live in
the future. It means develop-
ing practical strategies for
taking small steps that move
us toward making our
dreams real and that lead the
average person to believe
that things really could be
different. It means living this
vision in our daily lives.

IF NOT PRISONS AND PO-
LICE, THEN WHAT?

If our vision is to eliminate
the need for prisons, policing,
and surveillance, we must
have a clear idea of what we
need to make our communi-
ties safe and secure. We
must make those alternatives
realistic and we must be able
to begin building them today.
We need community alterna-
tives that keep people out of
the hands of police and out
of prisons and jails, while ad-
dressing the fears that peo-
ple live with on a daily basis.
We can do that by building
our communities and ending
a reliance on, and belief in,
law enforcement as the only
solution. Here are just a few
examples of what those al-
ternatives might include:

* Community-based eco-
nomic resources: Current co-
operative economic models

provide us with one set of
strategies to build our com-
munities. We can create a
means for providing mean-
ingful work—and training for
that work—to all. This work
and training can provide for
our housing, food, and cloth-
ing, and should contribute to
the well being of the commu-
nity.

* Community-based educa-
tion models: We have exam-
ples of smali, charter and al-
ternative schools that have
been successful in showing
us alternative means of edu-
cating our community. Com-
munity-based schools can
offer education to anyone
who wants it (youth and
aduits). Education can be
free, participatory, and
aimed toward sustaining the
kinds of social environments
we want to create. They can
also model the community
forms we want in their teach-
ing practices. Our schools
can tailor the learning proc-
ess to the needs of the stu-
dents and can involve the
adult community in learning
and teaching so schools are
not isolated from the rest of
the community.

* Community forums: Some
current restorative justice
models from around the
world provide us with exam-
ples of how community me-
diation and problem solving
is used to resolve conflicts
and keep our communities
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