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SNL Endorses Hate Vio-
lence

On Saturday Night Live, February 24, 1996,
Norm MacDonald, as the last item on "Week-
end Update" reported on the sentencing of John
Lotter, the killer of Brandon Teena and two
other people. With a one paragraph clip about
the sentencing from USA Today behind him.
MacDonald's joke went:

"In Nebraskathis week, aman was sentenced to
death for attempting tokill a female crossdresser
who accused him of raping her. Sorry if this
sounds harsh, but in my opinion, everybody in
this case deserved to die."

If you want to comment to NBC on your feel-
ings about this joke, the addresses are:
Warren Littlefield, President, NBC
3000 West Alameda Avenue,
Burbank, California 91523
Email: entertainment@nbc.com or
nbcshows@msn.com

Elections Are Coming,

Elections Are Coming
by John D'Emilio, Director
Policy Institute, NGLTF

Now that lowa and New Hampshire
are behind us, you can bet the media
will sharpen its focus until almost noth-
ing but election news is in view. This
year's campaigns seemespecially im-
portant. Not only will gay and lesbian
issues surface directly--witness the
Marriage Protection Rally in lowa--
but the whole tone and content of the
campaignscould decisively shape the
political context in which we do our
work for years to come.

Elections like this one, in which ex-
tremist candidates are running for of-
fice, raise interesting questions about
whom we support and don't, about
how we decide who is for or against

us, and about the
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what self-respect-
ing lesbian or gay
man would do any-
thing but actively
oppose Helms,
Dornan, or
Buchanan, who
have made aftack-
ing us their mis-
sion? By the same
token, how can we
be anything but
happy when Bar-

Jennings, has continually used
the term "practicing homosexual” when doing
the introductory piece. He is clearly referring
to anon-celibate gay man or woman. The story
has to do with ordaining [sic] "practicing" ho-
mosexuals into the clergy.

Please call ABC News in New York at (212)
456-7777. Ask the operator for their viewer
response line, which is a voice mail system.
This allows you to leave your own message in
your own voice.

Tell them that homosexuality, like heterosexu-
ality, isn't something one "practices". If Peter
Jennings means non-celibate or sexually ac-
tive, then say so.

bara Boxer, a
Senator from California, runs for re-
election?

Most candidates fall somewhere in
between these two poles and, in a
two-party systemwhere we don'thave
many choices, we face interesting
dilemmas. If Sam Nunn, a middle-of-
the-road sort of guy on most issues,
had chosen to run for re-election, what
would gay Georgians do? Afterall, he
did lead the charge in support of the
military's exclusion policy. On the
other hand, would an untested Re-
publican opponent, from a region in

which the party is deeply homophobic, have
been better?

Or, take another Georgian, Newt Gingrich.
I've heard many say that, with alesbian half-
sister, he can't be all bad, and that, since
becoming majority leader, he's quieted his
antigay rhetoric and kept the House "ex-
tremists” in line. Yet, at the same time, he
has been the architect of the so-called Re-
publican Revolution which threatens the
viability of programs such as Medicaid and
which has created a climate hostile to civil
rights of any sorts. He also allowed the
House to hold the antigay hearings on
schools, which Lou Sheldonrequested. How
can Gingrich's reelection possibly be good
for us?

The question of whom to support becomes
especially fascinating when we look at the
field of Republican presidential hopefuls in
the wake of Buchanan's victory in New
Hampshire. Shortly after the primary, the
Log Cabin Republicans said that, in con-
trast to the extremist Buchanan, four other
candidates had "potential": Dole, Alexander,
Forbes, and Lugar.

The response puzzies me. Certainly, if
Buchanan is your point of reference, those
other candidates look good. But let's
sharpen our lens. Forbes, for instance,
avoided the "social issues" for a long time.
But when Republican Christian extremists
in lowa made his silence anissue, he spoke
out against same-sex marriage and gays in
the military. Dole and Alexander are mak-
ing a big deal about Buchanan's extremism
after his New Hampshire showing, but both
of them were willing to sign on to a hate-
inspired anti-gay “Niarriage Protection” raily
in Des Moines.

But there's a larger issue that's being ig-
nored. "Moderate" Republican presidential
aspirants are notrunning solo. They arethe
candidates of a party which is able to make
a bid to become the majority party precisely
because extremists have flocked to the
GOP. Without the Christian extremists,
without the crusaders for “traditional family
values," the Republican party wouldn'thave
a chance in hell of electing a president or
controlling Congress. Whoever runs for
President as a Republican will need the
intolerant hatemongers in order to win, and
therefore be in debt to them. And in most

states, the same is true of
Continued on last page
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