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The crowd repeatedly cheered
Stephanopoulos as he touted the gay
ground Clinton has broken. "Bill Clinton is
the first president to meet with openly gay
and lesbian Americans in the Oval Of-
fice," he exclaimed, going on to list the
President's many other gay firsts -- such
as a record number of gay appointments
and support for a federal bill to ban work-
place discrimination based on sexual ori-
entation.

Clinton's gay liaison, Richard
Socarides, was also on-hand along with
the highest-ranking opengay inthe Clinton
administration, Bruce Lehman.

Tuesday night, past ALGA Update's
deadline, the Lesbian Avengers were to
stage a mock wedding of Clinton to Dole
(they both oppose gay marriage) in one of
the two designated-free-speech sites. Half
an hour later, an AIDS march was to step
off from the United Center convention site
heading for Grant Park

Monday night, Brown toiu aLuoA Update:
"| absolutely disagree with the president
on gay marriage butthat quote was clearly
a typical-San-Francisco-Willie-Brown
funny. I'm notlicensed to perform domes-
tic-partners unions here," he said, laugh-

ing.

Also on Wednesday evening, an
openly gay candidate for Congress was
scheduled to address the convention. He
is Rick Zbur of Long Beach, Calif., the first
openly gay non-incumbent to win a con-
tested primary for the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives.

"Rick Zbur's appearance at the DNC
is political dynamite," said Kathleen
DeBold, spokeswoman for the Gay and
Lesbian Victory Fund, a national group
that funds the races of gay candidates for
public office.

"Nothing explodes antigay

stereotypeslike the

downtown, site of some of
the 1968 Democratic Con-
vention police riots.

On Wednesday, a
long list of national, re-
gionaland localgay groups
were to stage a gala re-
ception forgay/lesbian del-
egates at the Museum of
Contemporary Art. Aiso,
gay veterans had secured
a protest slot Wednesday
night at one of the free-
speech sites, and the Hu-
man Rights Campaign and
IMPACT -- lllinois' gay po+
litical-action committee -

Important Phone Numbers

Senator Phil Gramm (R)
202-224-2934
(FAX) 202-228-2856

Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison (R)
202-224-5922
(FAX) 202-224-0776

Rep. Mac Thornberry (R-13th)
202-225-3706
(FAX) 202-225-3486

Rep. Larry Combest (R-19th)
202-225-4005

(FAX) 202-225-9615

power of positive
visibility," she said.

The largest of
the national gay
groups, the Human
Rights Campaign,
ran a hospitality suite
all week at the Hyatt
hotelthat quickly be-
came the
convention's gay ac-
tion center.

Among the
large number offolks
HRC brought to the
convention was Bar-
bara Roberts,

were hosting another del
egates'reception featuring U.S. Sen. Ted
Kennedy, San Francisco Mayor Willie
Brown and Candace Gingrich, Speaker of
the House Newt Gingrich's lesbian sister.

Brown was slated to address the
convention Wednesday night. The previ-
ous Sunday, he had quipped to reporters
that he likely would perform some gay
domestic-partnership ceremonies
Wednesday afternoon to get in the mood
for his speech, which he planned to ad lib.
The San Francisco city government of-
fers such ceremonies.

Cornered on the convention floor

Oregon's governor
until 1995. In alengthy interview , Roberts
called the gay cause "the civil-rights issue
of this decade -- without any question."

"l am absolutely committed to this
cause,” Roberts said. "l believe strongly
that straight people must take a stand on
this issue. It's a civil-rights issue, it's a
human-rightsissue, and if people who are
not personally impacted by it stand silent,
then maybe they're going to be in the
group that gets chosen to be battered
next -- and I'm just not willing to do that."

At press time, the convention -- and
the gay politicking inside and protests

outside -- were continuing.

LARGE GAY PRESENCE

AT GOP CONVENTION

Liberal Gays Protest, Republican
Gays Endorse Dole
by Rex Wockner
Copyright (c) 1996 Rex Wockner.
All rights reserved.

SAN DIEGO -- Gays and lesbians en-
deavored on numerous levels to make
their voices heard before and during the
Republican National Convention here Aug.
12-15. If they did not at all times succeed.
it was not for lack of trying.

The gay Log Cabin Republicans, a
national organization with 10,000 mem-
bers, got the ball rolling with their national
convention held in San Diego's University
Heights neighborhood Aug. 9-11.

tn an unexpected move, LCR's 200
conventioneers voted Aug. 11 to delay a
decision on whetherto endorse Bob Dole's
candidacy. At a minimum, Spokesmen
told reporters, LCR wanted Dole to ask for
the endorsement. The group did not en-
dorse George Bush in 1992.

"Bob Dole as a presidential candi-
date has repeatedly compromised, re-
treated or reversed himself under pres-
sure from the extreme right," LCR Execu-
tive Director Rich Tafel said Aug. 11.
"Despite our best efforts, Bob Dole has
passed up acritical opportunity to demon-
strate that he truly wants to lead a party
which welcomes the participation of gays
and lesbians. [For him to request our
endorsement] would be somewhat his-
toric, and we're very aware of that."

Four hours later, the Dole campaign
responded.

"The Dole campaign would welcome
the endorsement of Log Cabin Republi-
cans as a sign that they too share the
same beliefs, as Bob Dole has always
held the beliefthatthe GOP isaninclusive
party," said spokeswoman Christian Mar-
tin.

By Aug. 15, Tafel was singing a very
different tune.

"Bob Dole has a long and honorable
record when it comes to civil rights for all
Americans," he said in announcing that
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LCR's endorsements committee was rec-
ommending that local chapters endorse
Dole. The chapters will now vote by mail.

"Last February, Log Cabin Republi-
cans stated that our top concern was to
avoid another [highly anti-gay] conven-
tion like in Houston in 1992 " Tafel contin-
ued, noting that this year's convention
featured an "inclusive, welcoming tone
from the podium" and a speech by a
person with AIDS.

"The gay and lesbian demonstra-
tors, many of whom are working closely
with the Democratic National Committee
to support President Clinton this fall, have
nottold the full story of Bob Dole's record,”
Tafelcharged, citing Dole's votes for AIDS
funding and a ban on discrimination
against HIV-positives, along with the policy
in his Senate office that prohibited job
discrimination based on sexual orienta-
tion.

Several national gay leaders who

strators nonetheless quickly denounced
LCR's pre-endorsement, citing other Dole
votes and Republican policies. But LCR
was not dissuaded. The group's mission
is clear, its leaders said. To work with the
GOP from within.

"We are like Dorothy in Oz," said
Brian Perry of Log Cabin California. "In
our journey. we're going to run into a few
scarecrows, some people who just don't
have a brain, and our role is to help them
understand and educate them. There are
the tin woodsmen who don't have a heart,
and we have to present ourselves as real
people and make them understand that
it's about caring -- and concerning our
lives about each other that is so impor-
tant. And there's the toughest ones of all,
the cowardly lions, who just need that
courage. We talk to them privately and
they do the right thing most of the time but
when push comes to shove, when it's
really on the line, they need that extra
courage.”

Log Cabin Texas President Dale
Carpenter suggested, however, that Bob
Dole may notfallinto any of these catego-
ries.

"Dole is so beholden to the far right
of our party that it's unrealistic to think
when he's president he'll change his col-
ors," Carpenter said.

Openly Gay Delegates

There were three openly gay del-
egates to the GOP convention, all Log
Cabin members.

"| was elected an openly gay del-
egate," said Abner Mason of Boston,
LCR's national board vice-chair. "l had to
get to my congressional-district caucus
enough people to elect me. | got enough
people to Belmont High School on a Sat-
urday in April to get elected.”

Mason said he was pleased with
Dole's selection of Jack Kemp as his
running mate. "Jack Kempis Mr. Big Tent;
he defines inclusion," Mason said.

ALGA seeks to provide an organization that will encourage healthy acceptance of our lifestyle both within our
community and the population at large. Our annual budget is funded solely by your membership fees.
Membership guarantees reduced rates for future ALGA-sponsored events. Those same fees pay for printing
and mailing of this newsletter, sponsors the annual ALGA Gay Pride Picnic, camping trips, future workshops
and our information line costs. All mailings are discreet.

We are happy to provide the ALGA UPDATE to people who cannot afford to purchase a subscription; however,
we ask that anyone who can afford to subscribe, do so to keep the exchange of information flowing, our
community informed, and allow for more activities in the future.

s
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Name(s):

Address:

State/Zip:

Phone: ( )

Please make all checks payable to ALGA
PO Box 9361, Amarillo, TX 79105-9361

Date:




| The ALGA UPDATE

Page 7 J

Rumors flew all week about alleged
homosexuality in Kemp's past but nothing
was proven. But in an indication of just
how run-of-the-mill the once-controver-
sial tactic of outing has become, even the
Associated Press reported matter-of-factly
on the rumors, which revolve around a
cabin Kemp apparently co-owned with
some homosexuals in 1967 near Lake
Tahoe. Numerous gays posting in
cyberspace claimedto have second-hand
information on Kemp's alleged gay sexual
escapades.

The Platform

Gays and lesbians were disap-
pointed with, but not surprised by, the final
GOP platform document. It stated:

* "The sole source of equal opportu-
nity for all is equality before the law.
Therefore, we oppose discrimination
based on sex, race, age, creed or national
origin and will vigorously enforce anti-
discrimination statutes. Wereject the dis-
tortion of those laws to cover sexual pref-
erence and endorse the Defense of Mar-
riage Act to prevent states from being
forced to recognize same-sex unions.
Because we believe rights inhere in indi-
viduals, not in groups, we will attain our
nation's goal of equal rights without quo-
tas or other forms of preferential treat-
ment."

* "We oppose Bill Clinton's assault
on the culture and traditions of the Armed
Forces, especially his attempt to lift the
ban on homosexuals in the military. We
affirm that homosexuality is incompatible
with military service. ... We reaffirm our
support for the exemption of women from
ground combat units."”

* "We remain committed to, and place
a high priority on, finding a cure for HIV
disease. We support increased funding
for research targeted at conditions that
touch the families of most Americans, like
Alzheimer's, breastcancer, prostate can-
cerand diabetes. We callforanincreased
emphasis on prevention of diseases that
threaten the lives of women. This requires
dramatic expansion of outreach and edu-
cation to expand public awareness."

The platform also calls for constitu-
tional amendments to ban abortion, bal-
ance the budget, prohibit burning of the
U.S. flag, and end the guarantee of citi-

zenship to any child born on U.S. soil.
VOICES '96

The main gay presence at the con-
vention site was VOICES '96 -- Lesbian,
Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Voters
Organized In Coalition for the Elections
'96 -- a coalition of the large national gay
organizations and local San Diego activ-
ists.

They set up a Media Center in an
abandoned restaurant a stone's throw
from the Convention Center front door
and staged a series of demonstrations,
rallies and press events.

Sunday night, Aug. 11, about 250
VOICES folks carpooled 30 miles north to
Escondido, Calif., to picket "The Man and
the Movement. A Tribute to Pat
Buchanan."

When they arrived, they found the
California Center for the Arts complex
sealed off by temporary fences. So they
chanted across the fence, in the general
direction of the auditorium: "Racist, sex-
ist, anti-gay, Pat Buchanan go away,"
"Equal marriage rights for all" and, in
Spanish, "Here we are and we are not
leaving."

While Lt. Col. Ollie North, Phyllis
Schiafly and Buchanan spoke inside, the
gays waved signs reading. "Stop the
Scapegoating -- Justice for All: Immi-
grants, Poor People, People of Color,
Lesbians, Gays, Bisexuals,
Transgenders,""Jesus, save us fromyour
followers" and "We're here, we're queer
and we're your kids."

VOICES Co-chair Tony Valenzuela
told ralliers: "Crossing back and forth,
because my parents live in Tijuana, I've
seen that border turned into a prison. I've
seen how the right-wing has given license
to allowing to humiliate us."

Buchanan's speech inside -- the
speech he had hoped to give at the GOP
convention -- did not mention homosexu-
als. Oliver North, however, made a pass-
ing reference to President Clinton's "so-
cial experimentation” within the military.

2,000 March Through Downtown

The evening of the convention's
opening day, VOICES '96 staged its ma-
jor gay-specific event, a march from a

downtown park to the convention's so-
called free-speech site. The site was di-
rectly across the street from the Conven-
tion Center -- the result of a lawsuit filed by
VOICES, the ACLU and others. Before
the lawsuit, GOP organizers had suc-
ceeded in pushing the protest site several
blocks away from the convention.

The noisy, colorful march -- 1,000
people strong -- was led by national gay-
movement leaders, including Urvashi
Vaid, Elizabeth Birch, Candace Gingrich,
Robin Tyler, Eric Rofes, Tom Ammiano,
Melinda Paras, Donna Red Wing, Lorri
Jean, Robert Bray and Joe Zuniga.

By the time marchers reached the
fenced-in free-speech site, police esti-
mated the turnout at 2,000 people. That
number then dwindled as speakers car-
ried on for a full two hours.

What is accomplished by staging
large gay protests outside the conven-
tion? Here's how five gay leaders re-
sponded to a reporter's inquiry:

* Human Rights Campaign Execu-
tive Director Elizabeth Birch: "It sends a
message that there are really hundreds of
thousands of Americans that are tired of
seeing the Republican Party cede their
party to the political-religious extremists.
There have been deals cut atthis conven-
tion that have locked the Christian Coali-
tion in for the year 2000."

* Gay author and academic Eric
Rofes: "We can provide an alternative to
the hate-mongering thatis going oninside
the convention and a sense of whowe are
as gay citizens, including gay Republi-
cans who are here and marching as well."

* San Francisco Supervisor Tom
Ammiano: "There are thousands and thou-
sands of queer people, particularly youth,
who feel isolated and alone. When they
see this on TV ... | still believe that they
take some modicum of support and legiti-
mization from this. Also, it shows people
we know how to have a goodtime, thatwe
are not going to go away, and we really
understand what the issues are and how
they are connected to other groups with
the same kind of civil-rights struggle. And
it's a pretty good fashion statement con-
sidering what I've seen on the delegates.”

* Tracy Conaty, spokeswoman for
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gay groups converged on the hip gay
nightclub Rich's for the VOICES '96 "Poli-
tics of Dancing Party "

Gays and Delegates Clash

Thursday, Aug. 15, protesters orga-
nized by VOICES '96 staged a large "pro-
gressive coalition” rally and march. As
Bob Dole finished his acceptance speech
and delegates began filing out of the Con-
vention Center, about 2,000 supporters
of gay equality, abortion rights, immigrant
rights and other issues marched from the
free-speech site to the convention-hall
exit.

For more than an hour they and
passing Republican delegates shouted
insults at each other across double lines
of hundreds of police officers. The police
kept re-routing the delegates down differ-
ent streets only to have the protesters
quickly re-group at a new location and
continue haranguing the Republicans.

Eventually, the protesters wandered
back to the fenced-in free-speech site --
"They walked back into their cage,"” com-
mented one activist --and called it a night.

"[The week of protests] was a tre-
mendous success," according to VOICES
‘96 Co-chair Brenda Schumacher. "In-
side the Convention Centeritwas like one
big soft-drink commercial, highly choreo-
graphed. ... Outside, the deiegates were
able to see and hear dissenting voices.
Particularly on the closing night of the
convention, the delegates were very an-
gry at having to walk out into 1,500 people
who were protesting not fitting under their
Big Tent."

There is no question that the 1996
Republican National Convention was
kinder and gentler than the party's 1992
affair in Houston. And some observers --
the gay Log Cabin Republicans among
them -- believe it was not just a facade.
They say the GOP learned the hard way
over the past four years that it cannot let
fundamentalist Christians dominate the
party's discourse or policy-making on
social issues.

Many other gay analysts, though,
were having none of it. The GOP has not
changed, they said, and one need only
read the party's 1996 platform -- which
Bob Dole says he hasn't -- for confirma-

tion.

"The Republican Party proved some-
thing when the television lights wenton in
San Diego," said syndicated lesbian col-
umnist Deb Price. "It's learned to smile
without showing its fangs. The political
animal that frightened fair-minded voters
four years ago is more clever now. It
knows it must disguise itself to be appeal-
ing. And thatmakes it all the more danger-
ous."

Even Reuters was of a similar mind.
In an analysis piece, the news wire ser-
vice said: "Is this the real Republican
party? Ordid itgointo hiding during a four-
day convention of touchy-feely videos,
speeches dripping with concern and
scarcely a controversial remark? ... The
Republicans seemed to be playingagame
of 'Where's Waldo?' only it was "Where's
Newt Gingrich? Where's the Christian
Coalition? Where's Pat Buchanan?
Where's the 'Contract with America?™

DOMA Passes, ENDA Fails

The Senate passed the anti-gay Defense
of Marriage Act (DOMA passed 85-14)
and failed the pro-gay Employment Non-
Discrimation Act (ENDA failed 50 to 49)
on Tuesday, September 10.

DOMA, which has passed the House and
is expected to be signed by the President,
specifies marriage as a union between
one man and one woman and allows
states to deny same-sex marriages per-
formed in other states. Currently, no
states allow same-sex marriage, but it is
possible that the courts in Hawaii could
allow same sex marriage in the future.

Gay activists and supporters were an-
gered but not surprised by the DOMA
vote. Matt Coles, Director of the4 Lesbian
&* Gay RIghts Project at the American
Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) said: "This
vote [on DOMA] is a deplorable act of
hostility. It is one of the worst things any
Congress has done to gay Americans.
This vote will go down in history as a low
point in our nation's struggle against big-
otry. This bill does nothing to 'defend’
marriage. lts only purpose and effect is
to bash lesbian and gay Americans, and
to pick up a couple of votes along the
way."

Although many activists had hoped that

ENDA would pass the Senate, a 50-49
vote was still considered a victory. This
was the first time that ENDA had ever
reached the floor of the House or the
Senate foravote. Sen. Edward Kennedy
led the movement to force a vote on the
bill. One Senator from Arkansas who
had planned to vote for the bill was ab-
sent. If he had been present, the bill
would have passed the Senate with avote
from Vice President Al Gore, who was
available in the event of a tie.

Melinda Para, Executive Director of the
National Gay and Lesbian Task Force,
remained upbeat, despite the votes: "De-
spite the outcome of these bills, the de-
bates on them have already made his-
tory. We have broken the legislative
logjam that has blocked Congress from
seriously discussing our civil rights. What
was inconceivable only afew yearsagois
happening today. Gay, lesbian, bisexual
and transgender equal rights have taken
center stage in American government,
and we can never go back to the days of
silence."

"He went [to the Republican convention]
as a Dole delegate and 1 went to see some
of the tackiest women I'd ever seen,
bejeweled inred-white-and-blue glitter,
with high hair and elephant ear-bobs the
size of tennis balls."

--Rob Morris, speaking of his lover, U.S.
Rep. Steve Gunderson, R-Wis.

"The American press is no longer creating
'beards' nor assuring silences for would-be
closet cases in order to deflect attention
away from gay issues and gay lives as
though gayness were just too embarrass-
ing to mention. To its credit, the press is
gradually abandoning both its past policy
of 'don't ask, don't tell' when it comes to
gayness and its phoney belief that to
discuss someone's sexual _orientation
unasked is to violate that person's privacy
It is time that gays carry over these trends
into their daily lives as well. We need to let
the gayness of an individual come up whe
it is relevant, rather than playing along wit
the shaming social convention of the
closet, the demand that every gay person
is bound to keep every other gay person's
secret secret.”

--Syndicated gay-press columnist an
University of lllinois philosophy professor
Richard Mohr.
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